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MYDOS Vers ion  4 U s e r  Guide 
by C h a r l e s  M a r s l e t t  & Rober t  P u f f  

I .  INTRODUCTION 

The d i s k  o p e r a t i n g  s y s t e m  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  manual is modeled 
a f t e r  t h e  ATARI ( t r ademark  o f  ATARI Corp. )  d i s k  o p e r a t i n g  s y s t e m  i D 0 S  
2)r and may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  v e r y  " u s e r  f r i e n d l y "  
c o n c e p t s  i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i n g  sys tem.  The ATARI 810 d i s k  
d r i v e  and t h e  ATARI 1050 d i s k  d r i v e  are w e l l  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  DOS 2 
and DOS 2.5, b u t  t h o s e  DOSs have  v e r y  1  i m i t e d  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  h i g h e r  
c a p a c i t y  d o u b l e  d e n s i t y  d i s k s  Csuch as  t h e  X F - 5 5 1 ) g  and l a r g e  
HAMdisks. 

11. SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

MYDOS 4.50 is i n t e n d e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  as n e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  l i k e  
ATARI DOS 2. T h i s  oleans i t  o c c u p i e s  as l i t t l e  mensory as p o s s i b l e ,  
s u p p o r t s  a11 t h e  s y s t e m  c a l l s  s u p p o r t e d  by DOS 2, and i n  most c a s e s  
u s e s  e x a c t l y  t h e  same p a r a m e t e r s  t o  t h e  sys tem c a l l s .  T h i s  means 
c o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  y e t  MYDOS g 0 e s  f a r  beyond t h i s .  On a s t a n d a r d  
s i n g l e - s i d e d ,  s i n g l e  d e n s i t y  d i s k ,  MYDOS w i l l  r e a d  and w r i t e  t o  a DOS 
2.0 o r  2.5 f o r m a t ,  and v i c e  v e r s a .  There  are a f e w  programs t h a t  w i  11 
n o t  r u n  under  MYDOS b e c a u s e  o f  one  or b o t h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :  
d i r e c t  " i l l e g a l "  c a l l s  i n t o  t h e  main DOS or FNS coder and r e l y i n g  
upon e x a c t  d i r e c t o r y  d a t a  i i . r . ,  3 d i g i t  s e c t o r  c o u n t s ) .  

MYDOS w i l l  r u n  on any  8 - b i t  A t a r i  computer  w i t h  at least o n e  
d i s k  d r i v e  ( t h a t  is compatible w i t h  DQS 2). MYDOS 4.50 h a s  f u l l  READ 
c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  DOS 2.5 fo rmat ,  b u t  w i l l  o n l y  w r i t e  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  720 sectors o f  t h e  d i s k .  (MYDOS h a s  its own format  f o r  enhanced 
d e n s i t y  d i s k s  t h a t  a l l o w  f u l l  a c c e s s . )  I t  is n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  at t h i s  
t i m e  w i t h  t h e  OS/A+ v e r s i o n  4 f o r m a t ,  or t h e  SpartaDOS fo rmat .  

Up t o  e i g h t  d i s k  d r i v e s  (or n i n e  i f  t h e  n i n t h  is a RAMdisk) may 
b e  a c c e s s e d ,  bu t  o n l y  one  is r e q u i r e d .  The r e s i d e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i n g  s y s t e m  iWS.  SYS) s u p p o r t s  a1 1 documented f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
DOS 2 o p e r a t i n g  sys tem,  so MYDOS s u p p o r t s  m o s t  a v a i l a b l e  s o f t w a r e  for 
t h e  ATARI home computers .  

The memory a v a i l a b l e  t o  a program is a f f e c t e d  o n l y  by t h e  number 
o f  f i l e s  t o  b e  open c o n c u r r e n t l y :  each  d i s k  f i l e  t h a t  may b e  open a t  
t h e  s a m e  t i m e  r e q u i r e s  256 b y t e s  o f  b u f f e r  s p a c e .  Unl ike  A t a r i  DOS 2, 
memory r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  independen t  o f  t h e  number o f  d i s k  d r i v e s  or 
t h e  s e c t o r  s i z e  and d e n s i t y .  The need f o r  a 256 b y t e  b u f f e r  f o r  e a c h  
c o n c u r r e n t l y  open f i l e  means t h a t  programs t h a t  keep l a r g e  numbers of 
f i les  open w i  11 h a v e  less memory a v a i l a b l e  t h a n  under DOS 2 a n d  as a 
r e su l t  s o m e  programs ( m o s t l y  o l d e r  v e r s i o n s  o f  c o m p i l e r s  and l a n g u a g e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s )  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  w ~ o u g h  memory t o  r u n .  With t h r e e  f i l e  
b u f f e r s  Cwhich is t h e  d e f a u l t )  and no  r e s i d e n t  d r i v e r s  ( such  as  f o r  
R S 2 3 2  s u p p o r t  ), MYDOS 4.50 p e r m i t s  b i n a r y  programs t o  l o a d  as l o w  a s  
81FOO. 
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M Y W S  4 .50  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a v e r y  v e r s a t i l e  RANdisk d r i v e r  t h a n  
c a n  h a n d l e  u p g r a d e s  up t o  1 megabyte  t h a t  f o l l o w  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  
t h e  expanded memory on t h e  130XE~ o r  t h e  Axlon u p g r a d e  f o r  t h e  800. 
MYDOS a lso  h a s  a f e a t u r e  t h a t  w i  1 1  d e t e r m i n e  how much merwry you  
h a v e ,  a n d  set i t s e l  f up f o r  your  mach ine  (For  XE-conrpatible u p g r a d e s  
o n l y )  a u t o m a t i c a l l y .  

111. MENU FUNCTIONS 

The menu p r o v i d e d  b y  MYDOS 4.50 i d e n t i  f ies  18 comnmn t a s k s  t h a t  
might  need  t o  b e  done.  Ra t t l e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  t o  w r i t e  a u t i l i t y  p rog ram 
Conly a few l i n e s  o f  BASIC would p e r f o r m  m o s t  o f  t h e  mmu f u n c t i o n s )  
o r  even  remember t h e  name a n d  fo rma t  13f a DOS command, t h e s e  t a s k s  
c a n  b e  h a n d l e d  by e n t e r i n g  a s i n g l e  l e t te r .  MYDOS r e s p o n d s  w i t h  a 
q u e s t i o n  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (which f i l e ?  what 
d e n s i t y ,  "are you s u r e ? "  or wha teve r  else i t  migh t  need  t o  know). 
A f t e r  you  e n t e r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n  i s  p e r  formed 
and  a n o t h e r  prompt is d i s p l a y e d .  

You s h o u l d  n o t i c e  t w o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  menu: t h e  
s e c u n d  l i n e  on  t h e  s c r e e n  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  d i s k  d r i v e s  p r e s e n t  on t h e  
s y s t e m  a n d  what t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  M Y M ) S  t o  b e  ( s i n g l e  o r  d o u b l e  d e n s i t y ,  
RAMdisk or h i g h  c a p a c i t y  h a r d  d i s k ) .  The n e x t  l i n e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
c u r r e n t  d e f a u l t  d i r e c t o r y  ( t h a t  d i r e c t o r y  u s e d  when a d i s k  is 
r e f e r e n c e d  by "D: " ( w i t h o u t  a u n i t  number a f t e r  t h e  " D m  - t h i s  
f e a t u r e  w i l l  b e  d e s c r i b e d  l a t e r ) .  The s e c o n d  t h i n g  to  n o t i c e  is t h a t  
a f t e r  commands f i l l  t h e  s c r e e n ,  t h e  menu " ro l l s "  o f f  t h e  t o p :  s o m e  
DOS p r o g r a m s  (e. g. A t a r i  DOS 2) k e e p  t h e  menu, MYDOS d o e s  n o t .  T h i s  
p e r m i t s  more i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e  d i s p l a y e d  when a l o n g  s e q u e n c e  o f  
cornrnands a r e  done ,  o r  when many f i l e s  are c o p i e d .  To r e s t o r e  t h e  rnenu 
t o  t h e  s c r e e n p  j u s t  t y p e  RETURN, and t h e  i n i t i a l  s c r e e n  w i l l  b e  
rest or ed .  

I f  y w  wish  t o  a b o r t  a command a t  a n y  p o i n t ,  sir1)ply p r e s s  BEAK. 
T h i s  w i l l  r e t u r n  you to  t h e  p r o ~ ~ p t .  P r e s s i n g  BREAK or RESET w h i l e  
w r i t i n g  t o  a d i s k  w i l l  n o t  c a u s e  a n y  damage; however ,  t h e  f i l e  you  
w e r e  w r i t i n g  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n o t  b e  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r y ,  and  t h e  
f r e e  s e c t o r  c o u n t  may b e  i n c o r r e c t .  

When e n t e r i n g  a f i l e n a m e ,  t h e  d r i v e  number s h o u l d  b e  e n t e r e d ,  
f o l l o w e d  by  a ":", and  t h e n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f i l e n a m e .  I f  t h e  d r i v e  
number and  ":" a r e  n o t  e n t e r e d ,  t h e  d e f a u l t  d r i v e  (and d i r e c t o r y )  
w i l l  b e  u sed .  I n  t h e  CCJupy f i l e  o p t i o n ?  e n t e r i n g  t h e  d r i v e  nurnber 
o n l y  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  c o p y i n g  e v e r y  f i l e  on t h e  main d i r e c t o r y  o f  t h a t  
d r i v e .  A d r i v e  may b e  s p e c i f i e d  l i k e  t h i s :  " lW1 "l:", o r  " D l : " .  I f  
you  wi sh  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  f i l e  o r  set o f  f i l e s  t o  b e  r e f e r e n c e d ,  t h e  
d r i v e  fo rma t  must i n c l u d e  a ":" or i t  must b e  o m i t t e d  e n t i r e l y  Cfor 
t h e  d e f a u l t  d r i v e  and  d i r e c t o r y ) .  Examples:  D l : T e s t . o b j ,  l:TEST.ASH, 
or D2TEST ( r e a l l y  D1:DZTEST) a re  v a l i d  f i l e  names,  b u t  d l : T e s t . o b j  or 
lTEST.&M are n o t .  

The f i l e  name i t s e l f  is e i t h e r  f u l l y  s p e c i f i e d  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
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e n t i r e  name as i t  is wl t h e  d i s k )  o r  i n c l u d e s  " w i l d  c a r d "  c h a r a c t e r s  
C s p c c i f y i n g  a set of f i l e s ) .  A f u l l y  s p e c i f i e d  f i l e  name c o n s i s t s  of 
o n e  to  e i g h t  c h a r a c t e r s  f o l l o w e d  by  a p e r i o d  C". " 1  and z e r o  t o  t h r e e  
a d d i t i o n a l  " e x t e n d e r "  c h a r a c t e r s .  The c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  f i l e  name may 
b e  uppe r  o r  l o w e r  c a s e  l e t te rs?  numbers?  t h e  u n d e r s c o r e  C U - " 1  o r  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  " a " .  The o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  is t h e  f i r s t  c h a r a c t e r  - i t  may n u t  
b e  a number. The  " w i l d  c a r d "  c h a r a c t e r s  arc t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  "s" a n d  
1 1 3 " .  . . t h e  c h a r a c t e r  " X u  o r  the s e q u e n c e  ".*" end e i t h e r  t h e  8 
c h a r a c t e r  or t h e  3 c h a r a c t e r  f i e l d  i n  t h e  f i l e  name and  match  a l l  
p o s s i b l e  c h a r a c t e r s .  The c h a r a c t e r  "'7" m a t c h e s  on1 y  o n e  s i n g l e  f i l e  
name c h a r a c t e r .  Examples: "%.BASu w i l l  ma tch  e v e r y  f i l e  e n d i n g  w i t h  
.BAS. "TEST*?.*" w i l l  nmtch f i l e s  TEST.BAS, TESTI.OBJ, b u t  w i l l  n o t  
match TESTER. BAS. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  main d i r e c t o r y  ( c o n t a i n i n g  up t o  64 f i l e s  or 
d i r e c t o r i e s ) ,  e a c h  MYDOS d i s k  may also c o n t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  
s u b d i r e c t o r i e s  o f  64 f i l e s  each .  Y o u  may u s e  o n e  o f  t w o  p o s s i b l e  
c h a r a c t e r s  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  s u b d i r e c t o r y  nameCs): t h e  ":" c u l o n ,  or 
t h e  "'" g r e a t e r - t h a n  s i g n .  I f  t h e  main d i r e c t o r y  c u n t a i n e d  t h e  
s u b d i r e c t o r y  BAS and t h e  f i l e  GRAPHIC1 were i n  t h e  s u b d i r e c t o r y  f i l e  
PAS? i t  c o u l d  b e  r e f e r e n c e d  w i t h  t h e  f i l e n a m e  BAS:GRAPHICl (or 
BAS>GHAPHICl). I f  i n s t e a d ,  GRAPHIC1 were i n  t h e  s u b d i r e c t o r y  GR.dir 
which i n  t u r n  w e r e  i n  BAS, t h e n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  would b e  t o  
BAS:GR.dir:GRAPHICl ( and  s o  on  w i t h  as many names a s  n e e d e d ) .  B e c a u s e  
t h e r e  is n o  l i m i t  t o  t h e  number o f  s u b d i r e c t o r i e s  on  a d i s k  Co the r  
t h a n  t h e  b u f f e r  s i z e  o f  p r o g r a m s  u s i n g  t h e  d i r e c t o r i e s  and number o f  
a v a i l a b l e  s e c t o r s  on  t h e  d i s k ) ?  a s i n g l e  d i s k e t t e  c a n  c o n t a i n  
h u n d r e d s  o f  f i l e s  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  Each s u b d i r e c t o r y  is a 8 sector f i l e  
t o  its p a r e n t  d i r e c t o r y .  Thus  i t  is l i m i t e d  t o  64 f i l e s  or 
s u b d i r e c t o r i e s  l i k e  t h e  8 s e c t o r  r o o t  d i r e c t o r y .  

I f  a d i s k  d i r e c t o r y  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f i l e s  TEST-ASM, TEST-OBJ? 
TEST-C, TEST.ALM, TEASET.DOC, TMCE.FIL, a n d  BETS.LST, t h e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  "tY.X" w i l l  n o t  match a n y  f i l e  name Cs ince  " t "  a n d  "T" 
are n o t  t h e  s a m e  l e t t e r  t o  MYDOS). The s p e c i f i c a t i o n  "TW" w i l l  match  
a l l  b u t  "BETS.LSTM C s i n c e  t h e  o t h e r s  a l l  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  let ter "T1'>. 
The s p e c i f i c a t i o n  "?E??.tU w i l l  match t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  f i l e s  a n d  t h e  
last o n e  ( s i n c e  t h e  8 c h a r a c t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i l e  narm must h a v e  n o  
more t h a n  4 c h a r a c t e r s  i n  i t  and  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a r a c t e r  r i~us t  b e  a n  
"E") .  The  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  "s .?"  w i l l  match o n l y  t h e  f i l e  TEST.C ( s i n c e  
i t  is t h e  o n l y  f i l e  name w i t h  a s i n g l e  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  3 c h a r a c t e r  
f i e l d ) .  The s p e c i f i c a t i o n  "'????EX*" w i l l  ma tch  t h e  f i l e s  TEA!SET.DE 
a n d  TRACE.FIL a n d  n o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  C s i n c e  t h e  8 c h a r a c t e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  f i l e  name must h a v e  at  least 5 c h a r a c t e r s  and  t h e  f i  f t h  must  b e  
a n  " E M > .  N o t e  t h a t  MYDOS d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  r e q u i r e  t h e  " . "  p e r i o d  to  
s e p a r a t e  t h e  e x t e n d e r  f rorn t h e  8 c h a r a c t e r  f  i lenamc.  Examples:  
FILENAME-EXT c o u l d  b e  e n t e r e d  as  FILENAMEEXT; TES*.lk c o u l d  b e  TESXfr 
b u t  TEST.% c o u l d  NOT b e  e n t e r e d  as TEST*. 

I V. THE M U  COMMANDS 

A. L i s t  a D i r e c t o r y  or a Set o f  F i l e s  
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The " A "  cornrnand w i l l  list t h e  f i l e s  on a d i s k  w i t h  t h e i r  s i z e s ,  
fo l lowed  by a l i n e  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  number o f  f r e e  s e c t o r s  on t h e  d i s k .  
I f  t h e  l i n e  s t a r t s  w i t h  a " X r " ,  t h e  f i l e  h a s  been locked  and m a y  n o t  
b e  modi f i ed  or d e l e t e d  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  b e i n g  un locked .  A ":" b e f o r e  t h e  
f i l e  t i a n r e  rcrarks  t h o s e  f i l e s  t h a t  are s u b d i r e c t o r i e s .  These  f i l e s  
canno t  b e  r e a d  o r  w r i t t e n  a s  o t h e r  f i l e s  but  o n l y  a c c e s s e d  a s  
d i r e c t o r i e s  o r  d e l e t e d  C i f  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  is empty).  F i l e  l e n g t h s  and 
t h e  number of  f r e e  s e c t o r s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  4 d i g i t  decimal  numbers 
( : m o s t  o t h e r  A t a r i  DOSs r e p o r t  t h e  v a l u e s  as  3 d i g i t  numbers).  

I f  t h e  number of f ree  s e c t o r s  on a d r i v e  e x c e e d s  9999, t h e  free 
sector l i n e  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a 5 d i g i t  number, and be  one c h a r a c t e r  
l o n g e r .  I f  a f i l e  is l o n g e r  t h a n  9999 s e c t o r s l  t h e  b lank  between t h e  
f i l e  e x t e n d e r  and i ts  sector c w n t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  most s i g n i  f i c a n t  
d i g i t  ( t h e  l i n e  s i z e  d o e s  NOT change) .  

N o  i n d i c a t i o n  is made o f  ttie f o r m a t  o f  t h e  f i l e  b u t  ATARI DOS 
2.0~ 2.5~ and MYDCIS are  t h e  o n l y  t h r e e  s u p p o r t e d  f i l e  fo rmats .  
SpartaDOS o r  OS/A+ Vers ion  4 f i l e s  must b e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  s i n g l e  or 
d o u b l e  d e n s i t y  A t a r i  DOS 2 f i l e s  f i r s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  be  u s a b l e  from 
MYDOS. See S e c t i o n  6 for f u r t h e r  d i r e c t o r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  i f  you need 
m o r e  d e t a i l .  

The " A "  command w i l l  l ist ttie d i r e c t o r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  
s c r e e n  i f  o n l y  one  f i l e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  is e n t e r e d .  I f  t w o  a r e  e n t e r e d l  
t h e  second  is t a k e n  as a d e s t i n a t i o n  f i 1  e and  w i  11 be o v e r w r i t t e n  Cur 
appended t o  i f  t h e  / A  f l a g  is u s e d )  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  d a t a .  U s e  
"2,Dl:DIR.TXT" t o  s a v e  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  d a t a  of d r i v e  2 t o  a  t e x t  f i l e  
DIR.TXT on d r i v e  1. The e n t r y  " l l P : "  w i l l  g i v e  you a p r i n t o u t  o f  t h e  
d i r e c t o r y  o f  d r i v e  1. 

To list t h e  f i l e s  i n  a s u b d i r e c t o r y ,  e n t e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  
d i r e c t o r y  fo l lowed by a ":" c o l o n  o r  ">"  g r e a t e r - t h a n  s i g n .  For 
example,  "1:TEST:BAS:" w i l l  list t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  s u b d i r e c t o r y  BAS 
which i n  t u r n  is i n  t h e  s u b d i r e c t o r y  TEST i n  t h e  main d i r e c t o r y  o f  
t h e  d i s k e t t e  i n  d r i v e  1. Using "Dl:TEST>EAS>" w i l l  a c h i e v e  t h e  sarw 
r e s u l t s .  

B. Run t h e  C a r t r i d g e  

The "B" command r e t u r n s  c o n t r o l  t o  ttie c a r t r i d g e  i n  t h e  l e f t  Cor 
o n l y )  c a r t r i d g e  s l o t .  I f  no c a r t r i d g e  is p r e s e n t ?  a n  e r r o r  is 
d i  s p 1  ayed I and n o t h i  tig happens. No a d d i  t i ona l  i n  format i o n  is 
r e q u i r e d ,  so i f a c a r t r i d g e  is p r e s e n t ,  i t  is  e n t e r e d  a f t e r  l o a d i n g  
MEM.SAV Cif e n a b l e d )  o r  immedia te ly .  

C. Cupy a  F i l e  o r  a Set o f  F i l e s  

The "C" command is used t o  make a n o t h e r  copy of one or mare 
f i l e s  o f  d a t a .  The t w o  f i l e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  asked  f o r  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  
t h e  "C" i d e n t i f y  t h e  s o u r c e  and t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
b e i n g  c o p i e d .  E i t h e r  may be  f u l l y  s p e c i f i e d  d i s k  f i l e  or a d e v i c e  
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s p e c i  f i c a t i o n  Csuch a s  E: , F': o r  o n e  o f  t h e  ES232 p o r t s  E l :  t o  R4: 1 .  
The d e s t i n a t i o n  may be a set o f  d i s k  f i l e s  ( s p e c i f i e d  w i t h  " X "  a n d  
"?"s) o n l y  i f  t h e  s o u r c e  s p e c i f i e s  a f i l e  nar11e f o r  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  t o  
u s e .  The s o u r c e  may b e  a set and  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  a s i n g l e  d i s k  f i l e ,  
b u t  u n l e s s  t h e  " / A "  m o d i f i e r  i s  s p e c i f i e d  t o  append e a c h  c o p i e d  f i l e  
t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  c o p i e d  f i l e s ,  o n l y  t h e  last s o u r c e  f i l e  
w i l l  r e m a i n  on  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  d i s k .  

N o t e  t h a t  t h e  "C" cormand a l w a y s  u s e s  t h e  f u l l  raernor y  s p a c e  f o r  
a copy  o p e r a t i o n  ( u n l i k e  ATARI DOS 21 and  a s  a r e s u l t ,  i t  w i l l  a l w a y s  
i n v a l i d a t e  MEM.SAV i f  i t  is u s e d .  Any p e n d i n g  program c a n n o t  b e  
r e s t a r t e d  a f ter  a "C" or "J" command. 

T h e r e  are s e v e r a l  o p t i o n s  when e n t e r i n g  f i l e s  t o  copy.  A s  w i t h  
a l l  f i l e n a m e  i n p u t s ,  t h e  d e f a u l t  d r i v e  a n d  d i r e c t o r y  ( w h a t e v e r  " D : "  
is e q u a l  t o  a t h e  t o p  s t a t u s  l i n e )  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i f  Dn: is n o t  
s p e c i f i e d .  Us ing  " / Q "  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  l i n e  w i l l  q u e r y  you for e a c h  
s o u r c e  f i l e  i t  f i n d s  Cusefu l  f o r  c o p y i n g  c e r t a i n  files b u t  s p e c i f y i n g  
% . X I  i f  you wish t o  copy  i t .  Us ing  " /SU w i l l  ilDpy a l l  f i l e s  EXCEPT 
t h o s e  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  e x t e n d e r  being "S" ( w i l l  o r n i t  a l l  
X.S??).  T h i s  e m u l a t e s  DOS 2.0's C01 c o p y  f i l e  o p t i o n ,  and is u s e f u l  
when you want t o  c o p y  a l l  f i l e s  e x c e p t  . S Y G  f i l e s .  The l a s t  o p t i o n  is 
t h e  " / X u  p a r a m e t e r .  T h i s  w i l l  prompt you f o r  d i s k  swaps?  even  i f  t h e  
s o u r c e  and  d e s t i n a t i o n  d r i v e s  a r e  not  t h e  saute number. H e r e  a r e  s o m e  
e x a m p l e s  of u s i n g  t h e  CC3upy filecs) command: 

"TEST.BAS" w i l l  copy  t h e  f i l e  TEST.BAS o n  t h e  d e f a u l t  d r i v e  l a n d  
d i r e c t o r y )  t o  t h e  s a m e  d r i v e ,  b u t  prompt you f u r  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n .  
(Same a s  t h e  LO3 command i n  DOS 2.0.) 
"D1:TEY.tr3" w i l l  copy  a l l  f i l e s  on  d r i v e  1 s t a r t i n g  w i t h  "TE" t o  
d r i v e  3. 
"D4:DIR>*.TXTrE:/Q" w i l l  c o p y  a l l  f i l e s  i n  t h e  DIR d i r e c t o r y  a f  d r i v e  
4 e n d i n g  w i t h  .TXT t o  t h e  s c r e e n ,  b u t  w i l l  q u e r y  you b e f o r e  e a c h  one .  
"2:ADD,2:LIST/AU w i l l  append t h e  d a t a  i n  t h e  f i l e  ADD a n  d r i v e  2 t o  
t h e  f i l e  LIST on  d r i v e  2. 

D. D e l e t e  a F i l e  o r  Set o f  F i l e s  

The  "Dm command w i l l  remove a l l  f i l e s  t h a t  match  t h e  f i l e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  e n t e r e d ,  a s k i n g  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b e f o r e  e a c h  o n e  is 
removed. The  " D e l e t e  f i l e  xxx?"  p r o m p t s  way b e  d i s a b l e d  by  a d d i n g  
"/NlS t o  t h e  f i l ename .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  a l l  t h e  m a t c h i n g  f i l e s  w i l l  b e  
removed " q u i e t l y " ,  and  t h e  o n l y  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  you w i l l  see is 
t h e  prompt f o r  t h e  n e x t  command. 

E. Rename a F i l e  o r  Set o f  F i l e s  

The  "EM command c h a n g e s  t h e  name o f  t h e  s o u r c e  f i l e  o r  f i l e s  t o  
match  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e s t i n a t i a n .  U n l i k e  o t h e r  f i l e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  MUST c o n s i s t  of a 
s i n g l e  f i l e  name: i t  must n o t  c o n t a i n  a n y  d i r e c t o r y  names or a d i s k  
d r i v e  number. For example ,  "D2: TEST>BASIC>NOTPNT. BAS, RANDIOOBAS1' is 
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t h e  l i n e  e n t e r e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  name of a f i l e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r i e s  
"DZ:TEST>BASIC>". To c h a n g e  t h e  name o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  "BASIC" t o  
"ATBASICWr t h e  l i n e  w w l d  l o o k  l i k e  "D2: TEST>BASIC, ATBASIC". One word 
of c a u t i o n :  Never renarrre r h o r e  t h a n  me f i l e  to  a n o t h e r  nanw w i  t h u u t  
w i  l d c a r d s  i n  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n .  For exanlpl el r enaming  "X. X "  t u  "TEST" 
would r ename  EVERY f i l e  to  "TEST", making i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e t r i e v e  
f i l e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  one! 

F. Lock a F i l e  o r  S e t  o f  F i l e s  

The "F" courmand l i m i t s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f i l e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  "Locked" 
f i l e s  may n o t  b e  d e l e t e d ,  renamed, a d d e d  to, o r  r e p l a c e d  w i t h o u t  
b e i n g  f i r s t  un locked  w i t h  t h e  "G" command. When a d i r e c t o r y  is 
l i s t e d ,  t h e  f i l e s  t h a t  h a v e  been  l o c k e d  w i l l  b e  marked w i t h  a n  "Z" i n  
t h e  f i r s t  column. The f i l e s  t h a t  are l o c k e d  may b e  r e a d  o r  l o a d e d  and  
e x e c u t e d  n o r m a l l y ,  o n l y  mvdi f i c a t i o t a  o r  removal  are  p r o h i b i t e d .  A 
l o c k e d  d i r e c t o r y  c a n n o t  b e  d e l e t e d  o r  renamed a n d  no  f i l e s  way b e  
w r i t t e n  t o  i t .  The f i l e s  a l r e a d y  i n  i t  are n o t  l o c k e d  however.  

MYDOS w i l l  n o t  a s k  you  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  on e a c h  f i l e ,  "Lock 
x x x ' ? "  u n l e s s  you s p e c i f y  t h i s  f e a t u r e  by a d d i n g  " / Q "  t o  t h e  f i l e n a m e .  

G. Unlock a F i l e  or S e t  o f  F i l e s  

The "GI* command r emoves  t h e  l i r n i t a t  i o n s  imposed 011 a f i l e  when 
i t  is " l u c k e d "  u s i n g  t h e  "F" command. I t  d o e s  n u t  a l t e r  t h e  f i l e  or 
o t h e r w i s e  c h a n g e  t h e  way t h e  f i l e  is a c c e s s e d  or used .  The s a m e  
f u n c t i o n  may b e  p e r  formed i n  a program t h r o u g h  t h e  CIO f u n c t i o n  t o  
"ut110ck" a f i l e .  

A s  w i t h  t h e  "F" f u n c t i o n ?  MYDOS w i l l  n o t  a s k  you  f o r  
c o n f i r m a t i o n  w i t h  e a c h  f i l e  t u  u n l o c k ,  u n l e s s  you s p e c i f y  t h e  " / Q "  
p a r a m e t e r  a f t e r  t h e  f  i l e n a r w .  

H. Write MYDOS t o  a Disk  

The "H" command is u s e d  t o  make a b o o t a b l e  copy  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
MYDOS 4.50 f i l e s  i n  memory. The two f i l e s  c r e a t e d  o r  r e w r i t t e n  a r e  
"DOS. SYS" and  "DUP. S Y S " .  "DOS. SYS" is t h e  pe rmanen t  1 y  r e s i d e n t  f  i 1 e 
management r o u t i n e  a c c e s s e d  t h r o u g h  CIO a n d  t h e  s m a l l  i n t e r  f a c e  
p a c k a g e  t h a t  l o a d s  and  s a v e s  HEM. SAV < a n  image  o f  t h e  p a r t  o f  memory 
u s e d  t o  h o l d  t h e  n o n r e s i d e n t  p a r t  CDUP.SYSj o f  MYDOS), and  t h e  c o d e  
t o  l o a d  t h e  menu p o r t i o n  o f  M Y W S  CUDUP.SYS"). The f i l e  "DUP.SYSU is 
a s t a n d a r d  b i n a r y  l u a d  f i l e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  p a r t  o f  MYDOS t h a t  is 
o v e r w r i t t e n  when a p rogram is l o a d e d  i n t o  memory. N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  
f i l e s  may b e  i n t e r c h a n g e d  w i t h  any  o t h e r  v e r s i o n  o r  t y p e  o f  d i s k  
o p e r a t i n g  s y s t e m ;  . b o t h  s h o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  as a s i n g l e  o b j e c t .  Never  
copy  o n l y  DOS.SYS o r  o n l y  DUP.SYS t o  a d i s k  w i t h o u t  c o p y i n g  t h e  
o t h e r ,  u n l e s s  you w i l l  n e v e r  a c c e s s  t h e  DUP.SYS menu C c a l l e d  by 
t y p i n g  "DOS"). The f i l e s  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  d i s k  by t h e  "H" command w i l l  
r e f l e c t  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  p a r a m e t e r s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  memory? which  may 

MYDOS User  Manual P a g e  7 V e r s i o n  4.50 



b e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o n e s  a c t i v e  i f  t h e  s y s t e m  were  r e b o o t e d  f rom 
t h e  m a s t e r  d i s k  a g a i n .  ( S e e  S e c t i o n  IV.0. , c o n f i g u r i n g  t h e  s y s t e m ,  
f o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o t ~ f i g u r a t i o n  p a r a m e t e r s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  
s y s t e m  a n d  how t o  s p e c i f y  a m o d i f i e d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n . )  

I. I n i t i a l i z e  a D i s k e t t e  

The  " I "  conunand is u s e d  t o  or p r e p a r e  a new d i s k  f u r  
u s e  w i t h  t h e  MYDOS o p e r a t i n g  s y s t e m ,  or t o  remove a l l  t h e  f i l e s  o n  a n  
o l d  d i s k .  The  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  "I" command is a c o m p l e t e l y  empty  d i s k .  
The  o n l y  d a t a  on  t h e  d i s k e t t e  is t h a t  s y s t e m  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
d e f i n i n g  t h e  s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h e  empty main d i r e c t o r y .  I f  t h e  
d r i v e  number is f o l l o w e d  by a "/Nu p a r a m e t e r ,  t h e  d i s k e t t e  w i l l  n o t  
b e  r e f o r m a t t e d 9  b u t  j u s t  " e r a s e d "  ( t h e  d i r e c t o r y  s e c t o r s  w i l l  b e  
r e w r i t t e n ) .  I f  a d i s k  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  f o r m a t t e d ,  t h i s  is t h e  
f a s t e s t  way t o  remove a l l  t h e  f i l e s  on a d i s k e t t e ,  r a t h e r  that1 t o  u s e  
t h e  "D" command. U s e  t h i s  op t ic tn  ONLY i f  you know t h e  d i s k  w a s  good,  
f o r  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  v e r i f y  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  d i s k .  Due t o  a bug i n  
s o r b b e  h a r d  d i s k  i n t e r  f a c e s ,  t h i s  "/N" p a r a m e t e r  may b e  needed  t o  
i n i t i a l l y  fo rma t  t h e  h a r d  d i s k  p a r t i t i o n s .  

A d i s k e t t e  may also b e  f o r m a t t e d  i n  t h e  A t a r i  1050 e n h a n c e d  
f o r r f ~ a t  by  r e s p o n d i n g  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n  " ( T y p e  C A I  to  f o r m a t  i n  
Enhanced)  Type CY3 t o  format d r i v e  x : "  w i t h  a "A" ( p r e s u m i n g  t h e  
d r i v e  is a 1050 d r i v e  o r  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  1050). The d i s k e t t e  is, 
however ,  n o t  cornpat i b l  e w i t h  t h e  d i s k e t t e s  s i m i  l a r l  y  c r e a t e d  by DOS 
2.5- The MYDOS d i s k e t t e  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e a d a b l e  b y  DOS 2 .5 ,  b u t  W S  2.5 
e n h a n c e d  d i s k s  c a n  b e  f u l l y  r e a d  by MYDOS. 

An a d d i t i o n a l  n o t e :  i t  is a good i d e a  t o  set t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  t h e  
d r i v e  y13u a r e  a b o u t  t o  f o r m a t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  d r i v e  is n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  
d o u b l e  d e n s i t y .  Csee t h e  "P" command f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s e t t i n g  
d e n s i t y . )  O t h e r w i s e ,  MYDOS w i l l  f o r m a t  t h e  d r i v e  i n  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  
which i t  w a s  last  a c c e s s e d .  

J. D u p l i c a t e  a D i s k e t t e  

The  "J" command c o p i e s  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  from one  d i s k e t t e  t o  
a n o t h e r .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e  c o p i e d  form t h e  s o u r c e  d i s k e t t e  is 
d e t e r m i n e d  by  s p e c i f y i n g  a s t a r t i n g  a n d  a n  e n d i n g  s e c t o r  number.  I f  
t h e  r a n g e  is n o t  s t a t e d ,  t h e  sectors marked a s  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  DOS b i t  
map C o n  t h e  VTOC s e c t o r s )  are c o p i e d .  The  VTOC may b e  c m ~ s t r u c t e d  by  
A t a r i  DOS 21 a n y  v e r s i u n  o f  MYDOS o r  a n y  o t h e r  c o m p a t i b l e  o p e r a t i n g  
sys t em.  

S p e c i f y i n g  a sector r a n g e  is d u n e  b y  a d d i n g  t w o  number s  
s e p a r a t e d  by  a d a s h  a n d  e n c l o s e d  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s  t o  t h e  end  o f  t h e  
d r i v e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n C s ) .  Fur  example ,  t o  c o p y  s e c t o r s  19 t h r o u g h  54 
( t r a c k s  1 t h r o u g h  3) from d r i v e  1 t o  d r i v e  3 w i t h o u t  f o r m a t t i n g  t h e  
d i s k e t t e  i n  d r i v e  3, t h e  command l i n e  c o u l d  b e  "1,3/M<19-54)". To 
c o p y  t h e  e n t i r e  d i s k  from d r i v e  1 to d r i v e  2 a f t e r  f o r m a t t i n g  t h e  
d i s k e t t e  i n  d r i v e  2  t h e  command c o u l d  b e  " l t2C1-720)" .  T h i s  is t h e  
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p r o p e r  way t o  d u p l i c a t e  a non-MYDOS c o m p a t i b l e  d i s k e t t e  ( o f  c o u r s e f  
c o p i e s  o f  "copy  p r o t e c t e d "  d i s k s  w i l l  n o t  n o r n r a l l y  b e  u s a b l e  a f t e r  
c o p y i n g  b u t  d a t a  d i s k s  for s o m e  word p r o c e s s o r s  and  garnes c a n  b e  
b a c k e d  u p  t h i s  way).  Enhanced  d e n s i t y  d i s k s  may b e  d u p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  
same manner  : " 1,2C l-lO4O) ". 

I f  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  d i s k  is a l r e a d y  a p r o p e r l y  f o r m a t t e d  
d i s k e t t e ,  t h e  "/Nu nrudi f i  er may b e  e n t e r e d  a f t e r  e i t h e r  d r i v e  number 
t o  s k i p  t h e  f o r m a t t i n g  o f  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  d r i v e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  
d e s t i n a t i o n  d i s k e t t e  w i l l  be f o r n r a t t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t a  f rom t h e  
s o u r c e  is c o p i e d  t o  i t .  T h a t  is, e i t h e r  "1/N,2" or " l f 2 f N V  w i l l  c o p y  
f r o m  d r i v e  1 t o  d r i v e  2 w i t h o u t  f i r s t  f o r n i a t t i n g  t h e  d i s k e t t e  i n  
d r i v e  2. 

N o t e  t h a t  t h e  "J" c o m ~ ~ a n d ,  l i k e  t h a t  i n  ATARI DOS 2, w i l l  u s e  
a l l  o f  a v a i l a b l e  memory t o  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  d i s k e t t e :  t h i s  means  t h a t  i f  
memory h a s  b e e n  s a v e d  u s i n g  t h e  MEM. S A V  f  i l e y  i t  w i  1 1  n o  l o n g e r  b e  
v a l i d .  Any p e n d i n g  p r o g r a m  c a n n o t  b e  r e s t a r t e d  a f t e r  a "C" or "J" 
c  ummand . 

K. S a v e  Memory t o  D i s k  

T h e  "K" cornmand b u i l d s  a b i n a r y  l o a d  f i l e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  d a t a  
f rom t h e  menlory area s p e c i f i e d ,  as  w e l l  as  a d d i n g  an i n i t i a l i z a t i o n  
a n d  a r u n  v e c t o r  a d d r e s s  i f  s p e c i f i e d .  I f  t h e  f i l e  is n o t  t o  e x e c u t e  
a n  i n i t i a l i z a t i o n  r o u t i n e  on b e i n g  l o a d e d ?  t h e  i n i t i a l i z a t i o n  v e c t o r  
s h o u l d  b e  o m i t t e d .  I f  i t  is n o t  t o  r u n  on b e i n g  l o a d e d ,  t h e  r u n  
v e c t o r  s h o u l d  a lso be o m i t t e d  Ctrai 1  i n g  ccmmas n e e d  n o t  b e  e n t e r e d )  . 
I f  e i t h e r  v e c t o r  is e n t e r e d  as z e r o ,  t h a t  is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  o m i t t i n g  
i t .  N o t e  t h a t  t h e  s t a r t i n g  a n d  e n d i n g  a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  
b o t h  e n t r y  p o i n t s  are a l l  s p e c i  f i e d  as h e x  numbers .  You may a p p e n d  
d a t a  t o  a n o t h e r  f i l e  b y  u s i n g  t h e  " / A "  p a r a m e t e r .  T h i s  command may 
also b e  u s e d  f o r  j u s t  a d d i n g  a Run a d d r e s s  t o  a b i n a r y  f i l e .  Example:  
" D l  : PROGRAM.OBJ/AY O f  Or, 4000"  wuul d  a d d  the r u n  a d d r e s s  o f  34000 t o  
t h e  prograrct "PROGRAM. OBJ"  o n  d r i v e  1. 

I f  MEM.SAV is a c t i v e  when t h e  "K" command is e n t e r e d ?  t h e  
ME#.SAV f i l e  is l o a d e d  b e f o r e  w r i t i n g  t h e  f i l e  t o  the d i s k .  

L. Load  Memory from a F i l e f D i s a b l e  MEM.SAV 

T h e  "L" command t a k e s  a b i n a r y  l o a d  f i l e  f r om t h e  d i s k  a n d  l o a d s  
i t  i n t o  memory. The l o a d  f i l r f s  i n i t i a l i z a t i o n  r o u t i n e C s )  w i l l  b e  
e x e c u t e d  a n d  t h e  p r o g r a m  s t a r t e d  at its r u n  a d d r e s s  u n l e s s  t h e  "/N" 
p a r a m e t e r  is a d d e d  t u  the f i l e  name. I f  t h e  f i l e  is n o t  a b i n a r y  
f i l e ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a n  " E r r o r  -- 180".  A b i n a r y  f i l e  t h a t  
is  c o r r u p t e d  w i l l  r e t u r n  a n  " E r r o r  -- 181" .  

T h i s  cornmand also d i s a b l e s  t h e  MEM.SAV f e a t u r e  b e f o r e  l o a d i n g  
a n d  e x e c u t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m .  To j u s t  d i s a b l e  MEM.SAV, p r e s s  "L"! t h e n  
ERETURN 3. 
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M. Run at A d d r e s s  

The  "M"  curnmand is u s e d  t o  e n t e r  a p r o g r a m  l o a d e d  w i t h o u t  a r u n  
a d d r e s s ,  or t o  jump i n t o  a n y  program w i t h o u t  t h e  need  f o r  a r e t u r n  
a d d r e s s .  I t  may b e  u s e d  to r e s t a r t  t h e  computer  ( l o a d i n g  t h e  
AUTORUN.SYS f i l e r  i f  a n y r  or a new DOSy e t c . .  . )  by s p e c i  f y i n q  "E477" 
as  t h e  jump a d d r e s s .  I f  HEM-SAV is a c t i v e  ( e n a b l e d  w i t h  t h e  "N" 
command and  n o t  s i n c e  d i s a b l e d  by t h e  "L" cumrnand)~ t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  
memory w i l l  b e  r e s t o r e d  from HEM.SAV b e f o r e  jumping t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  
s p e c i  f i e d .  

N. Load MEM.SAY from a F i l e / E n a b l e  MEM.SAV 

T h e  "Nu command t a k e s  a b i n a r y  l o a d  f i l e  from t h e  d i s k  a n d  l o a d s  
i t  i n t o  memory, j u s t  a s  d o e s  t h e  "L" cormand. The d i f f e r e n c e  is t h i s  
command e n a b l e s  t h e  MEM.SAV f i l e  b e f o r e  l o a d i n g  (and  e x e c u t i n g )  t h e  
program;  and  when c o n t r o l  is r e t u r n e d  t o  MYDOS, t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  
menwry w i  11 b e  s a v e d  back  t o  MEM. SAV. 

To j u s t  e n a b l e  MEM.SAV, f i r s t  e n t e r  t h i s  DOS m e n u  ( b y  t y p i n g  
" W S "  i n  8ASIC)r t h e n  p r e s s  "N" a i d  CRETURNI. 

0. S y s t e m  and  D r i v e  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  

The  "0" command is u s e d  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  t y p e  Cat least l o g i c a l l y )  
o f  t h e  d i s k  d r i v e s  on your  compu te r  a n d  is a l s o  used  t o  s p e c i f y  
s e v e r a l  s y s t e m  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  p a r a m e t e r s  s u c h  as t h e  number o f  f i l e  
b u f f e r s  p r o v i d e d  o r  whe the r  a RAMdisk is p r e s e n t .  The s y s t e m  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  func t im- ts ,  which  are n o t  s p e c i f i c  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  d r i v e s ,  
a r e  s e l e c t e d  by p r e s s i n g  CRETURNI at t h e  prompt " D r i v e  number or 
RETURN:". The  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  e x p l a i n s  a l l  t h e  p r o m p t s  f o r  s y s t e m  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n :  

V e r i f y  WRITES? &do n o t  w r i t e  w i t h  v e r i f y ,  else do v e r i f y  

Number o f  F i l e  B u f f e r s ?  The number o f  d i s k  f i l e s  t h a t  c a n  b e  open  
at o n c e  (RETURN = 3) 

RAM d i s k  p r e s e n t ?  N=no RAM d i s k  o n  t h e  s y s t e m  ( s k i p s  t h e  
n e x t  4 q u e s t  i o n s  as  w e l l )  , else t h e  
RAMdisk is e n a b l e d ,  a n d  t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n s  
d e t e r m i n e  what k i n d  i t  is. 

CAIxlon o r  CXIE t y p e ?  A=AxlonP <RETURN)=XL o r  XE t y p e .  I f  
Axlan ,  s k i p  t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n .  

U s e  d e f a u l t  c o t i f i g  f o r  (x )K?  N=ncr, s p e c i f y  p a r a m e t e r s .  "Y" or 
ERETURN1 u s e s  t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  t h e  DQS 
g e n e r a t e d  f o r  your  t y p e  o f  machine.  N o t e  
t h a t  t h e  " x "  is r e p l a c e d  by t h e  amount 
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Cont r  ol  Address  (HEX ) ? 

Page  sequence '?  

RAM d i s k  d r i v e  no? 

of  to ta l  mernury MYDOS t h i n k s  you have.  
Sk ip  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s  i f  answered 
y e s .  

S i z e  of t h e  RAMdisk a r e a  i n  K (8 s i n g l e  
d e n s i t y  s e c t o r s  = 1KS; t h i s  must b e  a  
m u l t i p l e  of  if3 CNI 256K upgrade=192 DR 128, 
AXLON=112, d e f a u l t  or 130XE=64). 

Address  o f  t h e  riwxwm-y rnap c o n t r o l  p o r t :  a 
RETURN s p e c i f i e s  8D301 f o r  t h e  130XE. For 
t h e  AXLDN RAMFOWER 128, e n t e r  "CFFF" h e r e .  

CHETURNI i f  u s i n g  a s t a n d a r d  A t a r i  130XE 
or e q u i v a l e n t  RAMdi s k .  Other s t a n d a r d  v a l u e s  
a r e  (1) f o r  t h e  Newel1 i n d u s t r i e s  upgrade ,  
(22 f o r  t h e  F:AMHO from ICD, and (52 f o r  
Axlon o r  c o m p a t i b l e  b o a r d s .  The m o s t  
g e n e r a l  r e s p o n s e  is t o  1 ist t h e  page  
numbers t o  b e  used a s  2 hex d i g i t s  e a c h y  
s e p a r a t e d  by comwas, and c o n t i n u i n g  i f  
n e c e s s a r y  by e n d i n g  t h e  l i n e  w i t h  a comma. 
The sequence  is ended w i t h  a "0" i f t h e  
RAMdisk is 130XE c o m p a t i b l e y  and 
w i t h  a "FF" i f  i t  is Axlon c o m p a t i b l e .  

D r i v e  number used  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  RAMdisk 
(RETURN f o r  d r i v e  9 o r  a d r i v e  number 1-91 

A CRETURNI d o e s  n o t  r e t a i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  v a l u e  when r e s p o n d i n g  to  
t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ;  i t  c h a n g e s  t h e  s e t t i n g  t o  a g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  
d e f a u l t  . Even a BREAK or  RESET w i  11 riot l e a v e  t h e  con f i g u r a t i o n  
unchanged. I f  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  is a b o r t e d  f o r  any r e a s o n ,  
and you wish t o  r e t a i n  your  o l d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  you s h o u l d  r e b o o t  t h e  
computer  o r  p r o p e r l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  b e f o r e  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  
else. 

I f  i n s t e a d  o f  a ERETURNJ, a d r i v e  number had been s p e c i  f i e d ,  
t h e n  t h a t  d r i v e  would b e  r e c o n f i g u r e d .  T h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  i d e n t i f i e s  
whether  t h e  d r i v e  is t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  s y s t e m  i n i t i a l i z a t i m  (and 
t h u s  b e  a v a i l a b l e  for l a t e r  u s e ) .  I f  a n o n - e x i s t e n t  d i s k  is i n c l u d e d ,  
i t  d o e s  n o t  c a u s e  any p rob lems  w i t h  t h e  sys tem:  i t  s i m p l y  c a u s e s  t h a t  
d i s k  t o  b e  exemlined each t i m e  t h e  s y s t e m  is boo ted  and reset ( a d d i n g  
p e r h a p s  a second to  t h e  t i m e  i t  t a k e s  t o  boo t  HYDOS). I f  d r i v e  is 
e x c l u d e d  from t h e  s y s t e m ,  no  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  are asked .  Othe rwise ,  
t h e  second  q u e s t i o n  a s k s  i f  t h e  d r i v e  is c o n f i g u r a b l e :  t h a t  is, is i t  
l i k e  t h e  ATARI 810 d r i v e  Cwith a  f i x e d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n )  o r  is i t  l i k e  
t h e  PERCOM o r  ATR8000 d r i v e s .  I f  t h e  d i s k  is n o t  c o n f i g u r a b l e  i t  is 
assumed t o  b e  a 720 s e c t o r ,  s i n g l e  or d o u b l e  d e n s i t y  ATARI 
810 /8 i5 /1050  d i s k  d r i v e .  

The t h i r d  q u e s t i o n  is whether t h e  d r i v e  is a h i g h  c a p a c i t y  d r i v e  
( d o e s  i t  u s e  t h e  m o d i f i e d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  f o r  non-floppy d i s k s ) .  T h i s  
is f u r  ha rd  d i s k s .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  answered "N" i f  t h e  d r i v e  is a 
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f l o p p y  d i s k  d r i v e ,  and "Y" i f  o t h e r w i s e .  I f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  is a n s w e r e d  
" Y " ,  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  q u e s t i o n  is t h e  s i z e  ( i n  s e c t o r s r  from 256 to  
65535) o f  t h e  d r i v e .  D r i v e s  up  t o  16 m i l l i o n  b y t e s  (Megabytes)  
c a p a c i t y  c a n  u s e d  w i t h  MYDOS, a n d  l a r g e r  d r i v e s  c a n  u s u a l  1  y  b e  
p a r t i t i o n e d  t o  a p p e a r  as t w o  or more d r i v e s  o f  l e ss  t h a n  16 m i l l i o n  
b y t e s  c a p a c i t y .  S e e  your  h a r d  d i s k  manual f o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

D r i v e s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  been  c o n f i g u r e d  cars s t i l l  b e  a c c e s s e d .  T h i s  
c o n f  i g u r a t  i an is n e c e s s a r y  ONLY when f o r  m a t t i n g  h a r d  d i s k s ,  a n d  when 
u s i n g  PERCOM or ATR8000 i n t e r f a c e s .  O t h e r  t h a n  t h e  above ,  t h e  d r i v e  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  is n u t  n e c e s s a r y  - MYDOS w i l l  f i g u r e  o u t  by i t s e l f  what 
t h e  d i s k  is c a p a b l e  o f  by  its format. 

I f  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  a n s w e r s  are "N" ( d o  n o t  e x c l u d e  t h e  d r i v e l ,  
" Y "  ( i t  is r - o n f i g u r a b l e ) ,  and  "N" C i t  is n o t  a h i g h  c a p a c i t y  d r i v e ) ?  
t h e  con f igu ra t i c s r l  is a s k e d  f o r :  I s  t h e  d r i v e  d o u b l e  s i d e d ,  how many 
t r a c k s  are t h e r e  on  t h e  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  d i s k ,  and at what s p e e d  can 
i t  move t h e  r e a d / w r i t e  head  a c r o s s  t h e  d i s k  Cwhat is its s t e p  ra te ) .  
The  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  is answered  w i t h  "Y"  or "N" C"Y" meaning " y e s "  i t  
is a d o u b l e  s i d e d  d r i v e ,  and  d i s k e t t e s  f o r m a t t e d  on i t  w i l l  b e  d o u b l e  
s i d e d ) .  The s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  is a n s w e r e d  w i t h  35, 40 ,  771 or 80 
f o l l o w e d  by a CHETURNI. I f  you h a v e  IBM PC/AT s t y l e  h i g h  c a p a c i t y  
d i s k  d r i v e s  C1.2Mb c a p a c i t y )  y o u  may use 77 o f  t h e  80 t r a c k s  i n  h i g h  
c a p a c i t y  mode p r o v i d i n g  1 Mb c a p a c i t y  by s e l e c t i n g  77 t r a c k s .  N u  
o t h e r  numbers  a r e  a c c e p t e d .  The answer  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i u n  s p e c i  f i e s  
b o t h  t h e  t y p e  o f  d r i v e  (8 i n c h / h i g h  c a p a c i t y  5 1 / 4  i n c h ,  or s t a n d a r d  
5 1 / 4  i n c h )  a s  w e l l  as t h e  number o f  t r a c k s  p e r  s i d e .  T h i s  answer  is 
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d r i v e .  

The  last answer  { " S t e p  Rate?")  is e n t e r e d  a s  a code:  u s e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  and  t h e  d r i v e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p r o p e r  
v a l u e :  

Code v a l u e  8 i n c h  r a t e  5 1/4 i n c h  r a t e  
0 3 m s / t r a c k  6 m s / t r a c k  C XF-55 1) 
1 6 m s / t r a c k  12 m s / t r a c k  
2 10 m s / t r a c k  20 m s / t r a c k  
3 15 m s / t r a c k  30 m s / t r a c k  

P.  D i s k e t t e  Dens i  t y  Sel e c  t i CHI 

The  d e n s i t y  u s e d  f o r  m o s t  MYDOS corr,mands is d e t e r m i n e d  by  t h e  
d a t a  w r i t t e n  on t h e  d i s k e t t e  and  t h e  o p e r a t o r  need n o t  wor ry  a b o u t  
s e t t i n g  i t .  The "P" cornrnand is p r o v i d e d  t o  a l l o w  f o r c i n g  t h e  d e n s i t y  
s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  fo rma t  C"1") command, a n d  t o  p e r m i t  s e t t i n g  t h e  
d e n s i t y  f o r  d i s k  d r i v e s  and  s y s t e m s  t h a t  d o  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e  t h e  d e n s i t y  of a d i s k e t t e  when r e a d i n g  s e c t o r  1 ( f o r  
example ,  I n d u s  GT d r i v e s ) ,  

Type t h e  d r i v e  number,  f o l l o w e d  by "S" or "D" t o  set t h e  d e n s i t y  
o f  t h e  d r i v e .  Example: "2, D". 
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Q.  C r e a t e  S u b d i r e c t o r i e s  

When a d i s k e t t e  is f o r m a t t e d ,  a n  empty d i r e c t o r y  ( t h e  h i g h e s t  
l e v e l  o r  r o o t  d i r e c t o r y )  is c r e a t e d .  T h i s  d i r e c t o r y  is c a p a b l e  of 
h o l d i n g  up t o  64 f i l e s  o r  o t h e r  d i r e c t o r i e s .  I f  a d d i t i o n a l  
d i r e c t o r i e s  a r e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t o r y ,  e a c h  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
d i r e c t o r i e s  c a n  c o n t a i n  up  t o  64 f i l e s  as  w e l l .  A s u b d i r e c t o r y  is 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  a n  e x i s t i n g  d i r e c t o r y  u s i n g  t h e  "GI"  command and  
r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  f i l e n a m e  o f  t h e  new d i r e c t o r y .  For  example ,  i f  
"TEST" and  "BAS" a r e  t w o  s u b d i r e c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  r o o t  d i r e c t o r y  of t h e  
d i s k e t t e  i n  d r i v e  1* "1:TEST:COMM" o r  "l:BAS>COMM" would c r e a t e  a new 
d i r e c t o r y  i n  t h e  "TEST" o r  "BAS" d i r e c t o r i e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
"1:NEW:COPWI" would n o t  c r e a t e  a d i r e c t o r y ,  however ,  s i n c e  t h e  
d i r e c t o r y  "NEWM d o e s  n o t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t .  A "Q" cormand w i t h  t h e  
r e s p o n s e  " 1 : NEW" would c r e a t e  i t  , however ,  a n d  a s e c o n d  " 8 "  cclmwtand 
w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s e  " 1: NEW:COMM" would t h e n  c r e a t e  t h e  new d i r e c t o r y  
c a l l e d  "CDMM" w i t h i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  "NEW". 

Each d i r e c t o r y  t a k e s  up 8 s e c t o r s ,  a n d  a f t e r  i t  is c r e a t e d  i t  
may o n l y  b e  r e f e r e n c e d  a s  a d i r e c t o r y  Cfctlluwed by a ":" o r  " > " ) ,  o r  
d e l e t e d .  I t  may o n l y  b e  d e l e t e d  i f  i t  is empty Cif i t  h a s  n o  f i l e s  i n  
i t ) .  A d i r e c t o r y  may b e  e m p t i e d  by u s i n g  t h e  "DM C d e l e t e )  cununand a n d  
s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  f i l e s  "* .Xu  o r  " L . * / N W  to  remove a l l  t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t o r y .  You c a n  m o s t  s a f e l y  d o  t h i s  by  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  f u l l  name o f  
t h e  d i r e c t o r y :  DS:MSGBASE>SEFT1983>XX.1:/N for example.  N o w  t o  d e l e t e  
t h e  SEPT1983 s u b d i r e c t o r y  Y simp1 y  d e l e t e  "DS: MSGBASE>SEPTl 983" f n o t  e 
n o  t r a i l i n g  ":" o r  " > " j .  

R. Set t h e  D e f a u l t  D i r e c t o r y  

The "R" command is u s e d  t o  s e l e c t  a d i r e c t o r y  t o  b e  u s e d  when a 
f i l e  is r e f e r e n c e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  d r i v e  number: t h a t  is, when f i l e  names 
s u c h  as "TESTS-BAS" o r  "D:NEWCODEu u r  e v e n  ":BIGFILE" a r e  u s e d *  t h e y  
are assumed t o  b e  i n  t h e  d e f a u l t  d i r e c t o r y .  P rog rams  r u n  unde r  MYDOS 
c a n  a c c e s s  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  d e f a u l t  d i r e c t o r y  by  u s i n g  a 
f i l e  name of t h e  form "D:..." w i t h o u t  t h e  d r i v e  number e x p l i c i t l y  
e n t e r e d .  They may also set t h e  d e f a u l t  d i r e c t o r y  by c a l l i n g  t h e  CEO 
F u n c t i o n  c o d e  41 (set d i r e c t o r y ]  r o u t i n e .  

The d i r e c t o r y  is set by  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  d i s k e t t e  w i t h  t h a t  
d i r e c t o r y  on i t  i n t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  d r i v e ,  t h e n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  f i l e  name 
o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  w i t h  n o  t r a i l i n g  ": I1  o r  ">". 

I f  t h e  d i s k e t t e  i n  t h e  d r i v e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  d e f a u l t  d i r e c t o r y  is 
r e p l a c e d ,  or i f  t h e  d e f a u l t  d i r e c t o r y  un a d i s k e t t e  is d e l e t e d ,  t h e  
d e f a u l t  s h o u l d  b e  r e d e f i n e d .  The o n e  e x c e p t i o n  is i f t h e  d e f a u l t  
d i r e c t o r y  is t h e  root or main d i r e c t o r y  on  a d i s k e t t e :  t h i s  is 
b e c a u s e  t h e  r o o t  d i r e c t o r y  i s  at  t h e  s a m e  l o c a t i o n  on a l l  d i s k e t t e s .  

V. FILE MANAGER FUNCTIONS PROVIDED THROUGH CIO 
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T h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d o c u r ~ t e n t a t i o n  is i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
n o t e s  o f  MYDOS? so c o n s u l t  t h o s e  n o t e s  f o r  d e t a i l s .  

V I .  CIO FUNCTION CODES PROVIDED BY MYDOS 4 .50  

T h i s  p a r t  of t h e  docurnen ta t ion  is i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
n o t e s  o f  MYDOS, s u  c o n s u l t  t h o s e  n o t e s  f o r  d e t a i l s .  

V I I I .  MYDOS MEMORY MAP 

T h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  documen ta t  i o n  is i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
n o t e s  o f  MYDOS? s o  c o n s u l t  t h o s e  n o t e s  f o r  d e t a i l s .  

I X .  CUSTOMIZING A SYSTEM DISK 

Much o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  n o t e s ,  b u t  h e r e  
a re  s o m e  t h i n g s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  a l l  u s e r s .  

RAMdi s k  Con f  i g u r  at i o n s  

The RANdisk d r i v e r  i n c l u d e d  i n  MYDOS 4.50 w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
c o n f i g u r e  i t se l  f on XE c o m p a t i b l e  memory u p g r a d e s .  I t  is s u g g e s t e d  
you  u s e  t h i s  f e a t u r e .  I f  you  REALLY want t o  set up t h e  s y s t e m  t o  y o u r  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  ( s u c h  as c o n f i g u r i n g  i t  t o  NOT u s e  t h e  b a n k s  BASIC X E  
u s e d ,  t h e  power is a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s  is n e c e s s a r y  when AXLON 
c o m p a t i b l e  u p g r a d e s  f o r  t h e  800. The d e f a u l t  p a g e  s e q u e n c e  u s e s  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  XE b a n k s  f i r s t .  

The  f i l e  RAMBOOT.M65, t h e  MAW65 a s s e m b l e r  s o u r c e  c o d e  f u r  t h e  
f i l e  RAMBOOT.AUTI is a n  AUTORUN.SYS f i l e  t h a t  s i m u l a t e s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  A t a r i  DOS 2.5 and  i ts RAMdisk h a n d l e r .  I t  " f o r m a t s "  t h e  RAMdisk 
a n d  c o p i e s  DUP.SYS t o  i t r  as w e l l  as  s e t t i n g  t h e  RAMdisk u n i t  number 
a n d  t h e  u n i t  u s e d  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  DUP.SYS a n d  MEM.SAV f i l e s  t o  8. 

By m o d i f y i n g  t h e  c o d e  i n  t h e  s o u r c e  f i l e  and  c r e a t i n g  a m o d i f i e d  
AUTOKUN.SYS f i l e ,  t h e  d r i v e  used  t o  s a v e  MEM.SAV and  f e t c h  DUP.SYS 
c a n  b e  m o d i f i e d ?  o t h e r  f i l e s  t h a n  j u s t  DUP-SYS c a n  b e  c o p i e d  t o  t h e  
RAMdisk when t h e  s y s t e m  is b o o t e d ,  u r  a n y  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  
p e r  formed t h a t  you f i n d  u s e f u l .  

Number o f  F i  les Open at Once 

The nurrrber o f  f  i l  es t h a t  may be s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  open is set w i t h  
t h e  s a m e  b y t e  as i n  ATARI DOS 2: l o c a t i o n  $0709 (dec ima l  1801). T h i s  
b y t e  c o n t a i n s  a number from 1 t o  16 s e t t i n g  t h e  number o f  d i s k  f i l e s  
t h a t  may b e  open a t  t h e  same t i m e .  Nor r i~a l ly  i t  is set t o  3~ t h e  
small est n u n h e r  t h a t  s u p p o r  t s a1 1 t h e  f  u n c  t i o n s  i n  t h e  MYDOS menu. 
+eci f i c a l l y ,  a copy  from o n e  d i s k  f i l e  t o  a n o t h e r  r e q u i r e s  t h r e e  
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open d i s k  f i les.  The v a l u e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t e d  v e r s i o n  of MYDOS 4.50 
is t h r e e ;  t o  p e r m i t  more or f e w e r  f i 1  es, u s e  t h e  "0" cumnrand f o l  lowed 
by a RETURN. Tu pe rmanen t ly  change  t h e  maximum number of  f i l e s ,  u s e  
t h e  "H" command t o  w r i t e  a modi f i ed  MYDOS s y s t e m  t o  a d i s k .  Each f i l e  
t h a t  may b e  open at one  time r e q u i r e s  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of a 256 b y t e  
b u f f e r f  so s e t t i n g  t h i s  v a l u e  t o  7  ( i n s t e a d  of  3) w i l l  c a u s e  MYDOS t o  
be  1024 b y t e s  l o n g e r  t h a n  b e f o r e f  and t h e  programs loaded  must b e g i n  
n o  lower t h a n  822E9 ( i n s t e a d  o f  BlEE9). In  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f a s h i o n ,  by 
s e t t i n g  the v a l u e  t o  1, a BBS program c a n  b e  l o a d e d  i n  w i t h  512 b y t e s  
o f  a d d i t i o n a l  merftory i f  o n l y  o n e  d i s k  f i  1 e is e v e r  open a t  one  t i m e  
Ccornrnonly t r u e  o f  b u l l e t i n  board  programs) .  

C w ~ t  r o l  l i n g  t h e  Disk D r i v e s  Accessed by MYDDS 

Like  ATARI DOS 2, MYDOS a u t o m a t i c a l l  y  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  d i s k  d r i v e s  
t h a t  are p r e s e n t  when b o o t e d  up i n i t i a l l y  and any t i m e  i t  is 
r e i n i t i a l i z e d  C s o n r e  programs d o  t h i s  on  e x i t i n g  t o  t h e  DOS and i t  is 
a l w a y s  done  i f  t h e  RESET key is p r e s s e d ) .  MYDOS 4.50 is d i s t r i b u t e d  
w i t h  d r i v e s  1 and 2 c o n f i g u r e d ,  a l l  o t h e r s  a r e  o m i t t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  
speed  up t h e  b o o t i n g  p r o c e s s .  To modify t h e  maximum c o n f i g u r a t i o n  
MYDOS w i l l  u s e ,  invoke  t h e  "0" conmand f o r  each  d r i v e  t o  b e  added t o  
Cor removed from) t h e  sys tem.  P r e s s i n g  t h e  RESET key w i l l  t h e n  use 
t h i s  v a l u e  to  r e d e f i n e  t h e  d r i v e .  T o  p e r m a n e n t l y  change the maximum 
d r i v e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  u s e  t h e  "H" command t o  w r i t e  o u t  a new copy  o f  
MYDQS back t o  your sys tem d i s k .  

S e l e c t i n g  o r  D i s a b l i n g  Wri te-wi th-Ver i fy  

MYDOS 4.50 is d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h  t h e  v e r i f y  d i s a b l e d ,  t o  speed  up 
w r i t i n g .  Most d r i v e s  (and d i s k s )  a r e  v e r y  r e l i a b l e ,  and f u n c t i o n  w i t h  
n o  problems w i t h  t h e  v e r i f y  d i s a b l e d .  However, i f  you e x p e r i e n c e  
problems,  o r  want t o  b e  100% s u r e  your d a t a  w r i t t e n  w i l l  b e  good, u s e  
t h e  " V "  command to e n a b l e  v e r i f y .  A s  w i t h  M3S 2.0, t h e  b y t e  a t  
l c rca t ion  $0779 (1913 d e c i m a l )  c o n t r o l s  a l l  w r i t e  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
d i s k .  I f  t h e  v a l u e  "poked" i n t o  i t  is  857  ( 8 7  decimal  f l  t h e n  a l l  
w r i t e s  w i l l  b e  r e a d  back t o  v e r i f y  t h e  a c t i o n  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l .  I f  t h e  
v a l u e  "poked" i n t o  60779 is 850 C80 d e c i m a l )  t h e n  w r i t e s  w i l l  b e  
assumed s u c i e ~ s f u l ~  and w i l l  b e  performed i n  a b o u t  o n e  t h i r d  t h e  t i m e  
t a k e n  when v e r i f y  is e n a b l e d .  N o t e  t h a t  t h i s  a d d r e s s  is n o t  t h e  same 
as i n  MYM3S 4.0 and 4.1 (where  i t  w a s  30770 o r  1904 d e c i m a l ) .  To 
pe rmanen t ly  a l t e r  t h e  DOS, r e w r i t e  i t  back t o  t h e  d i s k  u s i n g  t h e  "H" 
cummand a f t e r  chang ing  i t .  

X .  DISK DRIVE INTERFACE ( v i a  SIQ) 

T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  is c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  n o t e s  f o r  MYDOS. 

X I. RAMD I SK INTERFACE 

T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a l s o  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  n o t e s .  
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XII. INITIAL INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 

The  f o l l o w i n g  c h e c k l i s t  is a p r o c e d u r e  t o  b r i n g  up MYDOS on a 
new h a r d w a r e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  I t  s h w l d  b e  d o n e  w i t h  a n  un-modi f i e d  
copy  o f  MYDOS 4.50, and c a r e  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  s t e p s  i n  
e x a c t  1 y  t h e  o r d e r  s p e c i  f  i ed .  

HOW TO GET FROM THE DRIVEWAY TO THE FREEWAY: 

B e f o r e  t u r n i n g  u t ~  your  computer  and  d i s k  d r i v e ,  make s u r e  t h a t  
you  d o  n o t  h a v e  a c a r t r i d g e  i r ~ s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  consputer.  
Tu rn  o n  t h e  d i s k  d r i v e ,  a n d  when i t  s t o p s  s p i n n i n g ,  i n s e r t  t h e  
MYDOS m a s t e r  d i s k e t t e .  C l o s e  t h e  d o o r .  
T u r n  on t h e  computer  Cwith OPTION h e l d  i f  u s i n g  a n  XL or XE 
compute r  ) . A f t e r  s e v e r a l  s e c o n d s ,  t h e  MYDOS menu s h o u l d  a p p e a r  
o n  t h e  s c r e e n .  A prompt " S e l e c t  I t e m  (RETURN f o r  menu):" w i l l  
b e  d i s p l a y e d .  
I f  you  h a v e  a  s t a n d a r d  2 - d r i v e  s y s t e m  w i t h  s i n g l e  s i d e d  40 
t r a c k  d r i v e s  and  e i t h e r  n o  RAMdisk o r  t h e  s t a n d a r d  A t a r i  
130XE memory c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  c o n t i n u e  u i t h  s t e p  "6". 
C o n f i g u r e  each  of y w r  d i s k  d r i v e s  o n l y  i f  t h e y  a r e  h a r d  
d i s k s  or s p e c i a l  d o u b l e - s i d e d  CXF-551) o r  more t h a n  40 
t r a c k s  b y  e n t e r i n g  t h e  "0" command f o l l o w e d  by t h e  d r i v e  
number,  and  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  p rog ram a s k s  you. 
I f  you need  t o  r u n  a program t h a t  r e q u i r e s  more t h a n  3 d i s k  
f i l e s  a c t i v e  at a time or you o t h e r w i s e  want a l ter  o n e  o f  
t h e  d e f a u l t  p a r a m e t e r s ,  p r e s s  t h e  "0" k e y  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  
RETURN key and  answer  t h e  s y s t  e rn  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  q u e s t  i o n s .  
T h i s  is a l s o  where  t h e  RAMdisk c c m f i g u r a k i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  
e n t e r e d  i f  i t  is n o t  a s t a n d a r d  130XE RAMdi s k .  WXW 
Now, i n s e r t  a b l a n k  d i s k e t t e  i n  t h e  d i s k  d r i v e  and  fo rma t  i t  
w i t h  t h e  " I"  command ( remove t h e  w r i t e  p r o t e c t  t a b  i f  t h e  
d i s k e t t e  is w r i t e  p r o t e c t e d  -- b u t  f i r s t  a s k  y o u r s e l f  why 
y o u  p u t  i t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ! ) .  I f  a n  e r r o r  message  
is d i s p l a y e d ,  i n s e r t  a n o t h e r  d i s k e t t e ;  t h e  f i r s t  is bad .  
Write t h e  s y s t e m  f i l e s  DOS.SYS and  DUF-SYS t o  t h e  newly 
f o r m a t t e d  d i s k e t t e  w i t h  t h e  "H" command a n d  s k i p  to  s t e p  
" 10" i f  you d o  n o t  h a v e  a n  ATARI 130XE compute r  or s o m e  
o t h e r  RAMdisk u s a b l e  w i t h  t h e  MYDOS RAMdisk d r i v e r .  
I f  you  h a v e  a n  ATARI 130XE computer  or h a v e  a n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  
RAMdisk and wish  t o  u s e  t h e  HYDOS RAMdisk d r i v e r ,  copy  
EAMBOOT3.AUT on t h e  m a s t e r  d i s k e t t e  t o  AUT0RW.SYS on t h e  
new d i s k e t t e  ( u s e  t h e  "C" command, a n d  i f  you h a v e  o n l y  o n e  
d r i v e ,  e n t e r  t h e  command 1 i n e  "RAMBOOT. AUT, AUTORUN. SYS/X1' 
when MYDOS a s k s  f o r  t h e  f i l e  names) .  t* 
T h i s  is now your  p r i m a r y  s y s t e m  backup  d i s k :  p l a c e  a  w r i t e  
p r o t e c t  t a b  on i t ,  l a b e l  i t ,  and  u s e  t h e  "J" command t o  
make as  many work ing  b o o t  d i s k s  as  y w  n e e d  from i t .  

NOTES : 
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T h e  RAMBOOT3 program w i l l  f i r s t  format your RAMdisk? t h e n  copy 
t h e  f i l e s  i n  a d i r e c t o r y  c a l l e d  RAMDISK on your boot  d i s k  t o  t h e  
RAMdisk i f  s u c h  a  d i r e c t o r y  e x i s t s .  To t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  
f o a t u r e r  u s e  t h e  "G!" command t o  c r e a t e  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  and copy t h e  
f i l e s  you want on t h e  RAHdisk t o  i t .  I f  you d o  n u t  want your rarndisk 
f o r m a t t e d  e a c h  t i m e  you boot-up, which is n u t  reccmmended~ s k i p  t h i s  
s t e p  ( s t e p  9). J u s t  b e  s u r e  you format  your ramdisk b e f o r e  u s i n g  i t .  

W -- T h e  s o u r c e  f i l e  for t h e  RAM d i s k  boo t  is a l s o  i n c l u d e d ;  i f  
you feel t h e  u r g e ?  modify i t  t o  copy  o t h e r  f i l es  t o  t h e  

R A M d i s k  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  DUP-SYS Ctake o u t  t h e  MEM.SAV s e t t i n g  codel  
t o o ,  i f you need t h e  s p a c e >  or p e r h a p s  add a c a l l  t o  change  
t h e  d e f a u l t  d i s k  d r i v e  to  D8:. J u s t  remember t h a t  i f you 
s t r i n g  t o g e t h e r  s e v e r a l  a u t o r u n  f i l e s ,  o n l y  t h e  l a s t  w i l l  h a v e  
its RUN a d d r e s s  invoked.  

X W . 1  - NEWELL INDUSTRIES SOOXL UPGRADE -- t h i s  RAMdisk can u s e  
page  s e q u e n c e  0 ,  page  sequence  I ?  o r  t h e  d e f a u l t .  The 
E3/E7/EB/EF p a g e s  c a n  b e  r e s e r v e d  for BASIC/XE i n  
e x t e n d e d  mode by s e t t i n g  t h e  RAMdisk s i z e  t o  1 2 8 K  and 
t h e  sequence  t o  1. E n t e r  S ize=128  Cur 132 i f  you w i ' l l  
n o t  b e  u s i n g  BASIC/XE o f t e n > ,  C o n t r o l  address=D30lr  and 
Page sequence=l .  I n  t h e  second  c a s e  t h i s  w i l l  u s e  t h e  area 
also used by BASIC/XE, but i t  w i l l  a c c e s s  i t  o n l y  a f te r  
t h e  f i r s t  128K a r e  used  up. By s e t t i n g  t h e  s i z e  t o  1 2 8 K 1  
BASIC/XE and t h e  RAPldisk a r e  f u l l y  s e p a r a t e  and canno t  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  each  o t h e r .  

X W X  -- AXLON HAMPOWER 128 f o r  t h e  A t a r i  800 computer -- MYDOS 
4.50 comes c o n f i g u r e d  for t h e  A t a r i  130XE -- i f  you a r e  
i n s t a l l i n g  i t  on an  800 w i t h  an  Axlon RAMPOblER board ,  you 
must d i s a b l e  t h e  1 2 8 K  mode on t h e  RAMPOWER board  u n t i l  
you have  c o n f i g u r e d  t h e  MYDOS PAMdisk c o d e  by e n t e r i n g  
S i  ze=112r C o n t r o l  addr  ess=CFFF and Page sequence=5.  Then 
w r i t e  t h e  DOS back t o  a new d i s k e t t e ?  copy AUTORUN.SYS 
to  i t ,  s w i t c h  t h e  RAMPOWER b o a r d  back t o  1 2 8 K  and boot  
up t h e  new d i s k e t t e .  
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X I I I .  

3 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
141 
142 
143 
144 
146 
147 
160 

161 
162 
163* 
164 

165 
166 
167 
168 
169 

170 
171 
172X 

173 
174* 
175g 
180X: 
181s 

ERROR CODES AND THEIR SOURCES 

L a s t  b y t e  uf f i l e  r e a d ,  n e x t  r e a d  w i l l  r e t u r n  EOF CMYDOS) 
Break Abort  (0s ROMs) 
IOCB a l r e a d y  open COS ROMs) 
N o  s u c h  d e v i c e  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  (OS ROMs) 
W r  i t e-on1 y  IOCB, c a n n o t  r ead  COS ROMs 
I n v a l i d  command (0s ROMs)  
Dev ice  o r  F i l e  n o t  open COS ROMs) 
I n v a l i d  IOCB r e f e r e n c e  (0s ROMs) 
Read-only IOCB, c a n n o t  w r i t e  COS ROMs)  
Attempt t o  r e a d  p a s t  end of f i l e  CMYDOS) 
T r u n c a t e d  r e c o r d  COS ROMs) 
Device  Timeout (OS R O M s )  
Dev ice  NAK (serial b u s  f a i l u r e ,  O S  ROMs) 
C u r s o r  o u t  o f  r a n g e  for g r a p h i c s  mode (0s R O M s )  
D a t a  f r a m e  o v e r r u n  Cserial b u s  f a i l u r e ,  O S  ROMs) 
D a t a  f r a m e  checksum e r r o r  (serial b u s  f a i l u r e ,  OS ROMs) 
Device  1/0 error < i n  p e r i p h e r a l  hardware ,  OS ROMs) 
F u n c t i o n  no t  p r o v i d e d  by h a n d l e r  (0s ROMs)  
I n s u f f i c i e n t  RAM f o r  g r a p h i c s  mode s e l e c t e d  COS ROMs) 
I n v a l i d  U n i t / D r i v e  Number, z e r o  or g r e a t e r  t h a n  7 ( b o t h  
MYDOS and OS RW'ls) 
No sector b u f f e r  a v a i l a b l e ,  too many open  f i l e s  IMYDOS) 
D i s k  f u l l ,  c a n n o t  a l l o c a t e  s p a c e  for o u t p u t  f i l e  CMYDOS) 
Write p r o t e c t e d  o r  s y s t e m  error - d i s k  is n o t  r e a d a b l e  IMYDOS) 
F i l e  number i n  l i n k  d o e s  not  match t h e  f i l e ' s  d i r e c t o r y  
l o c a t i o n  CMYDOS) 
I n v a l i d  f i l e  name CMYDOS) 
By te  n o t  w i t h i n  f i l e ,  i n v a l i d  POINT r e q u e s t  CMYDOSI 
F i l e  lucked ,  canno t  b e  a 1  t e r e d  CMYDOS) 
I n v a l i d  IOCB CMYDOS a n d  f3S R O M s l  
D i r e c t o r y  f u l l ,  c a n n o t  create  a 6 5 t h  e n t r y  i n  a d i r e c t o r y  - e n t r i e s  may b e  u s e d  f o r  "lost" a s  w e l l  as  real f i l e s  
(MYDOS) 
F i l e  n o t  i n  d i r e c t o r y ,  c a n n o t  b e  opened f o r  i n p u t  CMYDOS) 
IOCB n o t  open (MYDOS and OS ROHsI 
F i l e  or d i r e c t o r y  o f  same name a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  i n  p a r e n t  
d i r e c t o r y ,  c a n n o t  create (MYDOS) 
B a d  d i s k e t t e  or d r i v e ,  c a n n o t  f o r m a t  d i s k e t t e  CMYDOS) 
D i r e c t o r y  not  i n  p a r e n t  d i r e c t o r y  IMYDOS) 
Dl r e c t o r y  n o t  c+(@ y, c a n n o t  d e l e t e  (MYDOS) 
N o t  a b i n a r y  f i l e  (MYDOS) 
I n v a l i d  a d d r e s s  r a n g e  f o r  b i n a r y  f  i 1 e, ENDCBEGIN IMYDOS) 

f -- N e w  error c o d e s ,  n u t  p r e s e n t  or d i f f e r e n t  i n  A t a r i  DOS 2. 

M o s t  error c o d e s  are i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  ATARI D O S  
2; t h e  d i  f f e r e n c e s  r e s u l t  from t h e  expanded c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  NYDOS. 
S p e c i  f i c a l  l y ,  E r r o r  164, i n d i c a t i n g  a f i l e  number mis-match, o n l y  
o c c u r s  i f  t h e  f i l e  is w r i t t e n  i n  DOS 2.0 or DOS 2.5 fo rmat .  E r r o r s  
180 and 181 cat1 o n l y  o c c u r  when X I 0  39 Cor 40) is invoked t o  l o a d  a 
f i l e .  E r r o r s  172 and 175 a p p l y  t o  c r e a t i n g  and  d e l e t i n g  d i r e c t o r i e s  
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and have n o  A T A R I  DOS 2 e q u i v a l e n t  ; error  174 a p p l i e s  t o  a c c e s s i n g  
f i l e s  i n  s u b d i r e c t o r i e s ,  so i t  a l s o  h a s  no A T A R I  D O 6  2 e q u i v a l e n t .  
Error code  173 s e r v e s  t h e  same funct ion  as i t  d i d  i n  A T A E I  DOS 29 but 
is re turned  more o f t e n  (to i d e n t i f y  bad d i s k e t t e s  more r e l i a b l y ) .  
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