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F r  esi d e n t  s M e s s a g e  - 

Fel .\ O W  A t  a~ i a n s .  
S e v e r a i  m n n t h s  h a v e  p a s s e d  s i n c e  t h e  r - e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g  

w a s  h e i d  i n  N e w  J e r s e v  w i t h  M r .  B i l t  H r o d i e ,  t h e  n e w e s t  user  
qr inup  c o c ~ r d l n a t o r  f r o m  f i t a r  i Ccwn. W h i l e  t h e  m e e t  i n q  s h e d  1 i g h t  
o n  many t ~ ~ t p l c s  a n d  new d c r i ~ r s  w e r e  o p e n e d  b y  Mr. E c r i ~ d i e ,  w e  h a v e  
vet t o  see u r  h e a r  a n y t h i n q  new trctm A t a r i .  G r a n t e d ,  t h e  area 
r e c e n t i v  s u f f e r e d  a v e r v  d e v a s t a t i n p  e a r t h q u a k e  a n d  w h i l e  I ' m  
n o t  a b o u t  tct d e t r a c t e d  frclrn t h e  many t r a q e d i e s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  
t h a t  qual::e.  I 'm l e f t  w c ~ n d e r - i n a  w h a t  p u r p o s e  t h e  r e f l i o n d l  m e e t   in^ 
s e r v e d .  B e a r  i n  mind, t h i s  is a p e r s o n a l  t h o u g h t  a n d  a real 
c c ~ n s e r  n  a s  w e  q e t  r ~ a d v  f e ~ r  a n i i t h e r  Chr  i s t m a s  i ~ f  e l e c t r o n i c  
q a d a e t s  a n d  t a y s .  I Q u e s s  wha t  I ' m  r e a l  l v  t r y i n g  t o  s a y i n q  is, 
w i  l l U t a r -  i o f f e r  a n v t  h  i n q  new f  mr t h e  a 1  m i c s t  abandmneci 1 ow-end 
ciimput.er m a r k e t  i n  t h e  ?m-m i t t  h a r d w a r e  itr s n t t w a r e .  Or f o r  t h a t  
m a t t e : .  . w i  1  : a n v  serf t w a r - e  a r  c d u c e y c ,  or h a r d w a r e  manctf a c t u r e r s  
s u r p v l s e  L ~ E  t h l s  Veau' .  Y e s ,  I dct rea l  i z e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
sc!f  t s z a y e  h c u s e s  s lut  t h e r e  r h u r n i n a  c u t  s c m e  new t i t l  es, but it 
s u r e  ain't I i ke 1 %  u s e d  t u  b e t  

U t  a u r  l a s r  m o n t h i v  m e e t  i n c  1 asked t h e  m e m b e r s  i f  
t h ~ v  w e r P  ~ o i j l v l d u s i  iv I m c ~ k i n o  inr s o m e  p i e c e  imt s o f t w a r e  t c ~  
s t x r ~ e t h i n o  fat- w h r c h  t h e v  h a d  a s p e c i f  is n e e d .  b u t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  i n  
t h e i r  I ~ b r a r v  a t  hrrlmp. Several asked t m -  a data b a s e s  t o  d i m  s o m e  
s p e ~ i a i  SI:IFX i n n  t e c h n l a u e s .  smnp asked t o r  a game or t w i t ?  s i ~ m e  
w e r e  s p e k i n q  a u t l i  1 t . v  t n  d a  s o m e t h l n s  u n i q u e  tc l  t h e  i n n a r d s  of  
t h ~ i t -  ~ z ~ m ~ c ~ t e t - .  a n d  s l a m e  s a i d  t h e v  had e v e r y t h i n q  t h e v  n e e d e d  
and rnavbe wn~! l  d i i C::e t.n CPP a n  u ~ d a t e  clr mizdi f i c a t  i o n  t o  a n  
o l d i e .  OLIT: ~ c ~ ~ t d i e .  Ttien a : i a h t  l i t e  1-cp i n  my h e a d  a n d  I 
r e a l i z e d  hitw ? ~ 1 3 c : i d  i ~ t t e r  e v e r y c m e  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s e e k i n g :  t h e  
O L y  H a c k e r s  H t a r  i U s e r s  Gritup. Yep, t h a t  w a s  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  a l l  
t h e i r  o r a b i e m s !  

O.H. A.U.15. h a s  a l l  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n y  M a r i a n  c o u l d  
' w a n t :  a n s w e r s  t i 1 1  technics! q u e r t i m n s ,  d e m o n s t r a t  i c m s  c ~ f  c u r r e n t  
ar a i  m m s t  t o r  q m t t r n  s o t t . w a r e .  a c c e s s  t i t  a n  e v e r  g r c ~ w i n g  1 i b r a r  y  
o f  d i s k s  f r r m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w r w i d .  dam p r i z e s ,  c o f f e e  a n d  c a k e ?  
bul .1 s e s s i s ~ n s ,  t u n ,  a n d  h e i n  w i r h  a n y  p r i l ~ i e m s  r e l . a t e d  tc l  h t a r i  
h a r d w a r e  o r -  s c r f t w a r e .  tkhat mcwe c r u l d  y o u  ask f o r .  

-~ 
L Y C ~ ~  t tlztroet. nut- set=r:mo annc ta l  Chr ls tmas/ l=hanuC::ah 

p e t - t n q e t h e i -  a t  T i  i i a n v f  s R e . s t a e [ r a n t  clri T u e s d a y ,  D e c .  5 a t  
7:3(I:IF'M. We'rp p i a n n l n o  s o m F  qreat dmor p r i z e s  a n d  lots o f  q ~ ~ ~ o d  
c h e e r  w ~ t h  vrr~ur f e i  r a w  11 icrb members  a n d  t h e i r  sp~zt lusec clr 
f r i e n d s .  

I :2t fsr 3-v best w x s h e s  f o r  a h a o p y  T h a n k s q i v i n g  Day 
a n d  f !rtr a hea i r,ni: ar~ti .? r~v:tus Chr i st rnas/!I:hanuk::ah ilol i d a v .  

Mt. ar i l y ymur s , 

ki B e l t c h m a n  



MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 1989 MEETING 

GENERAL MEETING: 

Again, our premier "Designated H i t t e r " ,  ALEX PIGNATO was rushed i n t o  
se r v i ce  because o f  a l a s t  minute c a l l  from our Club President AL BEITCHMAN. 
ALEX q u i c k l y  p u t  together  a winning agenda t o  make t h e  monthly meeting both 
f u n  and enjoyable. 

PICNIC AND DINNER: 

One f i n a l  t r y  a t  t h e  OL' HACKER'S 2nd ANNUAL Club p i c n i c  w i l l  be made 
SEPTEMBER 24th a t  BETHFAGE STATE PARK, 12 noon (no r a i n  date t h i s  t ime) .  
Maybe we w i l l  be lucky,  t h i s  l a t e  i n  t he  season, t h e  p i c n i c  t rees  should be 
decorated w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  f a1  1 co l o r s  from the  many surrounding trees. 

Next sub jec t  f o r  d iscussion was the  second annual OL' HACKER'S dinner.  
The f i r s t  week i n  DECEMBER a t  the  TIFFANY RESTAURANT was again selected. 
The exact day and date w i l l  be determined a t  a f u t u r e  meeting. It i s  
expected t h a t  HORST DE W I T Z  w i l l  once again be dinner chairman. 

POTPOURRI : 

Much o f  t h e  t a l k  be fo re  t he  formal meeting was centered on t he  J.A.C.G. 
REGIONAL ATARI meeting. Those members t h a t  went were eager t o  t e l l  t h e  
non- travelers what a wonderful day they  had experienced. The f l e a  market, 
t h e  meeting w i t h  o the r  ATARIANS, l i s t e n i n g  t o  the  J.A.C.G. o f f i c e r s  speak, 
then hear ing from f i v e  other  A T A R I  CLUB o f f i c e r s .  Then f i n a l l y ,  BOB BRODIE, 
a former USER GROUP member, SYSOP, c lub  PRESIDENT, and now t h e  ATARI 
CORPORATION USER GROUP COORDINATOR. BOB t o l d  those present of  some new 
i tems a t  t h e  ATARI  CORP, and then he ld  a quest ion and answer session. When 
i t  a l l  ended a t  a luncheon the  O L '  HACKER'S present were impressed w i t h  
BOB'S s i n c e r i t y ,  enthusiasm, and knowledge. We be1 i eve  he w i  11 be dedicated 
t o  both t he  A T A R I  CORP. and USER GROUPS through out  t h e  county. ALEX 
advised us t h a t  he had w r i t t e n  BOB BRODIE a l e t t e r  o f  congra tu la t ions  i n  
h i s  new p o s i t i o n  as A T A R I  USER GROUP COORDINATOR on behalf of a l l  t h e  OL' 
HACKERS. 

As a f o l l o w  up, t he  Pres ident  of  the  LEHIGH VALLEY c lub  i s  working toward 
s e t t i n g  up a meeting of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of  a l l  t he  c lubs  f o r  mid-November, t o  
fo rmula te  p lans  f o r  f u t u r e  REGIONAL meets w i t h  a l l  c lubs  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  

According t o  ALEX he found a "BEST BUY" when he purchased a "BIS-KEY". 
DIS-KEY i s  a p i a s t i c  key t h a t  i s  i nse r ted  i n t o  your d i s k  d r i v e  t o  prevent  
your w r i t i n g  on t h a t  f l oppy  d isk  by accident.  ALEX s a i d  i t  has saved him 
numerous t imes from destroy ing a program i n  e r ro r .  BIS-KEY can be secured 
from CRO RESEARCH, 100 Meadow C t .  P. 0. Box 129, LYONS, COLORCIDO 80540, Tel r 
303-823-5088. 

I n  a l e t t e r  t o  CARLOS HURTADO, PAUL TODD, new OL' HACKER member s t a ted  
h i s  VULCAN SOFTWARE COMPANY w i l l  have a new PUBLIC DOMAIN CATALOG i n  t h e  
f a l l .  

Answering a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by ALEX, SIERRA SOFTWARE, COARSEGOLD, 
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CALIFORNIA s a i d  t h a t  o u t l e t  s t o res  l i k e  EGGHEAD, ELECTRONIC BOUTIQUE, and 
BABBAGES do no t  stock 8- b i t  so f tware  and therefore,  SIERRA SOFTWORE, having 
no 8 BIT o u t l e t ,  w i l l  on l y  support  16- bi t  computers. THANKS FOR NOTHING! 

Thanks t o  HARRY t h e  members enjoyed p l en t y  of co f f ee  and cake dur ing  t h e  
meeting breaks, a  most enjoyable 112 hour! 

MINUTES : 

HARRY TUTHILL made a  motion t h a t  the  AUGUST minutes be accepted as 
p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  newslet ter ,  and wi thout  cor rec t ions .  Th is  motion was 
seconded by JACK GEDALIUS, and ca r r ied .  

DOOR PRIZES: 

ANTIC JUNE 89 
ANTIC JUNE 87 1 BIT BYTER # I 6  
BIT BYTER #17 

\ 

w/mag HARRY TUTHILL 
w/mag STAN SCHENFELD i 

MATT BENNETT i 
ALAN SHARKIS f 

\ 

Once again HARRY won a  monthly door pr ize .  So what's unusual about t ha t?  
Normally HARRY se lec t s  #10 on t h e  s ign  i n  log, t h i s  month when he came in ,  
he h rd  t o  s e t t l e  f o r  the  on l y  open s l o t ,  #6. When t h e  wheel stopped 
sp inn ing f o r  t h e  FIRST DOOR PRIZE, up popped #6. (way t o  go HARRY) 

DEMONSTRATIONS: 

JACK l e d  o f f  w i t h  a  s u r p r i s i n g l y  good program t h a t  very few members knew 
o f ,  "CHEMLAB". Th is  program has t h e  user working i n  a  chemistry l abora to ry  
and must f i n d  a  chemistry s o l u t i o n  f o r  a c r i t i c a l  s i t ua t i on .  Sounded l i k e  a 
fun way t o  l ea rn  chemistry as you are  requ i red  t o  m i x  a  prevent ive  
so lu t ions .  F a i l  t he  assiqned task, and poof, an explos ion w i l l  occur. 

Next, Alex went t o  work, s t  w i th  PAGE 6 L i b r a r y  d i sk  #40-6, w i t h  
viewer. Using t h i s  program you can view m u l t i  PRINT SHOP icons  on t h e  
screen, an easy method t o  se l ec t  a  needed icon. Then us ing "PRINT SHOP 
COMPANION", ALEX was now ab le  t o  customize an icon. To demonstrate t h i s  
p o i n t  he had brought many personal ized icons. 

Then came game time, "POTLUCK", a  monopoly board t ype  game, then 
" DOGG I ES " , a greyhound dog race, "LOST CITY", a  i n t e r a c t i v e  game, 
"HACKER.BAS", a spoof on breaking i n t o  I.B.M. etc. "BOWLING" and f i n a l l y  
"SUBATACK". A l l  members present had a  go a t  es tab l i sh i ng  a  new hi-score. 
ALEX e a s i l y  beat any number pu t  up on the  board. I f  you t h i n k  you know t h e  
reason why, choose one o f  t he  fo l lowing:  (an unformatable d i s k  t o  t h e  
winner ! 1 

a. It was h i s  program 
b. He p rac t i ced  a t  home be fo re  t h e  meeting 
c. He i s  an o l d  NAVY dog 
d. He i s  o lde r  than most members 
e. A l l  o f  t h e  above 

Oh, by t he  way JOSEF LEBER rece ived honorable mention. 

PAGE 4 - 



The 01' Hackers Newsletter November-/December 1989 

FUTURE MEETING DhTES: 

Future  meeting dates f o r  t h e  OLZ HACKERS are: 

OCTOBER 21,1989 (NOTE: next  meeting date change) 
NOVEMBER 25,1989 MARCH 10,1990 
DECEMBER 9,1989 APRIL 14,1990 
JANUARY 13,1990 MAY 12,1990 
FEBRUARY 10,1990 JUNE 2,1990 

A 1 1  dates a re  SATURDAY and are  scheduled f o r  11:30am a t  t he  PLAINVIEW/OLD 
BETHPAGE LIBRARY. 

Remember........ t h e  next OLr HACKER ATARI USER GROUP meeting i s  
scheduled f o r  OCTOBER 21th, a t  ll:30am. 

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 1989 MEETING 

GENERAL MEETING: 

HORST DEWITZ our qood w i l l  ambassdor i s  about t o  take o f f  again. This  
t ime as a member o f  t h e  BIT-BYTERS ATARI USERS GROUP he w i l l  a t tend  t h e i r  c 
annual meeting i n  FRANKFORT, GERMANY. HORST i s  p resen t l y  BIT-BYTERS U.S.A. -- - 
rep resen ta t i ve  and i r c o l  l e c t i n g  c lub  in fo rmat ion  from USER GROUPS around 
t he  country,  f o r  them. He i s  a l so  contac t ing  sof tware d i s t r i b u t o r s  o f  
PUBLIC DOMAIN PROGRAMS. HORST wanted a review o f  t he  J.A.C.G. SEPTEMBER 
m u l t i  user group meeting, so t h a t  he could r e p o r t  t o  THE BIT BYTER CLUB. 
The BIT-BYTERS USERS GROUP, 420 strong, eager ly  look  forward t o  t h e i r  b i g  
convent ion meeting, which i s  he ld  once a year. The we l l  has d r i e d  up i n  
EUROPE f o r  130XE and 800XL computers, as they  a re  o f f e red  i n  package deals  
only.  The BIT-BYTERS a re  equipped t o  now perform t h e i r  own hardware r e p a i r  
serv ice.  Wish we cou ld  say t h e  same. 

One group t h a t  HORST has been i n  touch w i t h  i s  "SOFTWARE INFINITY" 
loca ted  a t  STATE COLLEGE, PA. The "NITTANY ATARI PERSONAL COMPUTER" 
o rgan iza t ion  has amassed a PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY o f  140 f l oppy  d isks.  We 
w i l l  be sending our ca ta log  o f  135 d i sks  also. More and more USER GROUPS 
are  t he  on ly  "KEY" f o r  f u t u r e  ex is tance of t h e  8 BIT. We m u s t  a l l  
cooperate, i n  order  t o  ge t  t h e  most from our computers. 

HELP WANTED: 
For what you may ask? The 8Lr HACKERS need a new "EDITOR1' f o r  our 

"NEWSLETTR" come JANUARY 1990. CARLOS HURTADO can n o t  cont inue as e d i t o r  
next  year. Have we any volunteers out  t he re  who would l i k e  t o  t r y  t h e i r  
hand as "EDITOR-IN-CHIEF" o f  a bimonthly pub l i ca t i on?  The c lub needs he lp  
t o  c a r r y  on t h i s  job as  i t  i s  an inva luab le  t o o l ,  which has opened many a 
door f o r  us. CO-EDITOR ALEX PIGNATO, agreed t o  cont inue he lp ing  t o  p u t  ou t  
our news le t te r .  bu t  he cannot do t h e  whole job !  THIS I S  A VITAL PART OF OLZ 

HACKERS, p lease come forward, even t o  o f f e r  your ass is tance i f  you do no t  
want t o  be t h e  EDITOR! 

MEMBERSHIP BADGES: 
AL BEITCHMhN asked t h e  members t o  design an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  badge f o r  t h e  

OLZ HACKERS. I n  f a c t  AL made a contest  o f  it. Now i s  t he  t ime f o r  t h e  
members t o  pu t  on t h e i r  t h i nk i ng  caps and use t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  a b i l i t i e s ,  and 
win a p r i z e  a t  t h e  same t ime!  

PAGE 5 
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Q N N U ~ L  D INNER:  
HoRST, t h e  dinner c h a i r m a n  (again),  announced t h a t  t h i s  yea rZs  annual 

C H R I S T M ~ S  D I N N E R  w i l l  once m o r e  be a t  T I F F A N Y ' S  i n  BELLMORE on TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 5th. Y o u  s t i l l  have p len ty  of  t i m e  t o  signup f o r  a great  n igh t  out 
w i t h  your A T A R I  f r i e n d s  and t h e i r  ladies. A 1 1  w h o  attended l a s t  year f e l  t 
i t  w a s  a r e a l  fun thing, and they enjoyed i t  i m m e n s e l y !  T e l l  HORST a t  the  
Nov. 11th m e e t i n g  t ha t  you a re  c o m i n g !  

DOOR P R I Z E S :  
T h e  m e t h o d  o f  d r a w  w a s  changed f r o m  a c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m  t o  thea t re  type 

t i c k e t s  f o r  t h i s  m e e t i n g .  Everyone i n  the r o o m  k n e w  w h a t  w a s  c o m i n g ,  yes, 
HARRY T U T H I L L Z S  n u m b e r  w a s  the f i r s t  one d r a w n .  

P R I Z E  MEMBER 
L I B R A R Y  D I S K  #59 HQRRY T U T H I L L  
(FA IRWAY,LAZY LOAD)  
S O L  I T A I R E  J A C K  G E D A D I U S  
TO be announced J O E  L E B E R  
T o  be announced S T A N  SCHENFELD 

COMPUTER SHOW: 
O n  OCTOBER 22, the ROYCE C A R L I N  HOTEL, i n  M E L V I L L E  w i l l  conduct a K E N  

GORDON COMPUTER SHOW. O L Z  HACKER m e m b e r s  have found out f r o m  past 
e x p e r i e n c e  t ha t  t he re  w i l l  not be any A T A R T I  8 B I T  h a r d w a r e  o r  s o f t w a r e  
a t  t h e  e x h i b i t .  A L  BEITCHMAN,  A L A N  SHARKIS,  a re  t w o  w h o  a re  going. 

F U T U R E  M E E T I N G  DATES: 
Future m e e t i n g  dates f o r  the OL '  HACKERS are: 
NOVEMBER 11, 1989 MARCH 10, 1990 
DECEMBER 9, 1989 A P R I L  14, 1990 
JANUARY 13, 1990 MAY 12, 1990 
FEBRUARY 10, 1990 J U N E  2, 1990 

A l l  dates are  a SATURDAY and are  scheduled f o r  I l : 3 0 a m , a t  the 
P L A I N I E W / O L D  BETHPAGE L I B A R Y .  

Remember........ t h e  n e x t  OL '  HACKERS A T A R I  USER GROUP m e e t i n g  is 
scheduled f o r  NOVEMBER 11, 1989, a t  l l : 3 0 a m .  T H I S  I S  A D A T E  CHANGE, 
P L E A S E  MAKE A NOTE O F  I T .  

S incere ly ,  

A L  ATK  INS 
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ME AND MY H.D. ! would I l i k e  t o  have one, bu t  I hate  t o  

by 
upgrade w i thout  knowledge of how to use 

ALEX PIGNATO i t. Then one day, a MEMBER who needed 
o f f e red  t o  s e l l  me a 1 Meg. $400.00 MI0 
EOfiRD a t  a bargain. How cou ld  I r e s i s t ?  

When I started with my TEXAS Now a l l  I had t o  do was l e a r n  SPARTA 

INSTRUMENTS 99/4A, so I could p l ay  a DOS.. . . . We1 1, t h a t  keeps me busy, (I'm 
f e w  video games at home, back in 1980, s t11 lea rn ing )  and I soon discovered how 
little did I realize how add i c t i ve  n i c e  i t  i s  t o  have a 1 Meq RAMDISK! 

COMPUTERS can be. My w i f e  was always 
very  happy t h a t  she was no t  a GOLF 
WIDOW i n  t h e  past,  so now she FINDS 
HERSELF a COMPUTER WIDOW, on l y  
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  I am i n  t h e  house, 
huddled over my ATARI 8 BIT....."No I 
can ' t  do t h a t  now, I ' m  i n  t h e  middle 
of something very  important,  I'll do 
i t  LATERU,say I, i n  response t o  her 
c a l l .  A f te r  a l l  i t ' s  very impor tant  t o  
f i g u r e  ou t  how t o  have t h e  program do 
what I want i t  t o  do, i s n ' t  i t ?  
Doesn't t h a t  have p r i o r i t y ?  I keep 
t e l l i n g  her  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  I ' m  no t  a t  a 
BfiR g e t t i n g  soused. See, the re  i s  
always a GOOD exp la i na t i on  f o r  your 
l o ve  a f f a i r  w i t h  your computer. 

I n  any event, I wanted t o  t e l l  
you how I ended up w i t h  a H.D. ( I f  you 
havent f i g u r e d  out  what my H.D. i s  by 
now, just s i t  t i g h t ,  and you w i l l  f i n d  
ou t . )  A f t e r  much research, done by 
t a l k i n g  t o  a CO UTER repairman, who 
showed me 12 MMODORES r e q u i r i n g  
r epa i r s ,  as opposed t o  2 ATARI's, my 
mind was made up, and I purchased an 
800XL. I won't go i n t o  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  
how I got  i nvo lved  w i t h  being a 
founder o f  THE OL' HhCKE ATRRI USERS 
GROUP, Inc. ,  t h a t s  an e r  s t o r y  i n  
i t s e l f ,  s u f f i c e  i t  t o  5 

exposed t o  t he  i ea t h a t  a c lub  MEMBER 
w i t h  some p r i o r  experience i n  
upgrading h i s  own 800's, agreed t o  pu t  
i n  ch ips  t o  upgrade from 64K t o  256K. 
Hey, i t  worked. Th is  i s  great.  Look a t  
a l l  t h e  power my l i t t l e  ATARI has, and 
so f o r  a long t ime I was content w i t h  
my setup. 

I never thought I would fill it, 
bu t  how q u i c k l y  I found out  wrong I was. 
Th is  was t he  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  u n t i l  a 
MEMBER who needed an IBM c lone f o r  h i s  
work, o f fe red  t o  s e l l  me h i s  20 Meg H.D. 
(NOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT MY H.D. IS? THATS 
RIGHT, A HARD DRIVE!) Wow, another 
chance t o  upgrade, says I .  So he comes 
over and i n s t a l l s  an IBM case, HARb 
DRIVE, CONTROLLER CARD, and POWER f o r  
same. Suddenly I no longer have a l i t t l e  
64K ATARI, I got  myself an ATARI  IBM! 
Thats what I c a l l  my s e t  up. But wait,  
I ' m  no t  f in ished,  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  above 
d i d  take  5 years t o  pu t  together ,  bu t  
the re  i s  more t o  come. 

A couple o f  o l d  ATARI f r i e n d s  SAM 
CORY and BOB MULHEfiRN from JERSEY A T A R I  
COMPUTER CLUB, across t h e  r i v e r  c a l l e d  
t o  ask me i f  I wanted a used 10 Meg HARD 
DRIVE f o r  925.00, w i t h  t h e  understanding 
t h a t  I w i l l  have t o  t ake  t h e  r i s k  i n  
t ha t ,  i t  may be defec t ive ,  al though BOB 
had bought 5 o f  them f o r  h i s  club, and 
on ly  one was no t  pe r fec t .  Oh, what t h e  ---- , say I, I'll buy i t .  SoonBOB 

c a l l e d  and s a i d  he bought t he  u n i t ,  
t e s ted  i t ,  and i t  i s  i n  MINT cond i t i on  
and working pe r f ec t l y .  Now I ' m  wa i t i ng  
f o r  my dear MEMBER f r i e n d  KEVIN BLfiES t o  
come over t o  i n s t a l l  i t  co r rec t l y .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  f o r  t h e  nex t  10 years I'll 
have o m  enough f o r  anything, and 
besides, my ATARI a t  home i s  now MORE 
POWERFUL than my o f f  i c e  IBM. GAME 
MACHINE, INDEED! No way, I t s  a r o a r i n g  
LION o f  a computer. TAKE THAT BIG BLUE! 

When you belong t o  any USERS No t i ce  t h a t  a l l  o f  th is  would never 

GROUP, t h e  normal s i d e  e f f e c t  i s  t he  have come about i f  i t  weren't f o r  my 

exposure t o  new and b e t t e r  th ings, being a p a r t  o f  a USERS GROUP, so t h e  

such as software, hardware, e tc ,  which MORAL t o  t he  STORY i s ,  JOIN A USERS 

comes w i t h  along w i t h  b i g  po r t i ons  o f  GROUP, BE INVOLVED, and HAVE FUN! No t i ce  

NEWFOUND FRIENDS. So, next I hear how often A T A R I  c lub members have helped 
about t h e  MI0 BOARD from ICD. Boy, me! 
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THE COPY COMMAND ---------------- 

THE "PRINT" COMMAND ------------------- 
To d i r e c t  the  contents of a f i l e .  Most ly 
t e x t  f i l e s  and executing it. As fo l l ows  --- 

COPY: Example: #1 
The copy command works l i k e  t h i s :  

you a re  a t  t he  D l :  Prompt, and l e t s  D1:PRINT MYFILE.TXT P: 
say you want t o  Copv a f i l e  from one 
d r i v e  t o  another, 
done: 

PLEASE NOTE: 
That when you 

have a space a f t e r  
as you see i n  t h e  
SPARTA DOS, there  

t h i s  i s  how i t s  

D2: FILENAME.EXT 

D2: 

D l :  NEWNAME. EXT 

NEWNAME. EXT 

do t h i s ,  you must 
each i tem exac t l y  
above example. I n  
are many wavs t o  

D1:PRINT MYFILE.TXT E: 

D1:PRINT MYFILE.TXT D2: 

Also t h i s  i s  an example o f  how t o  p r i n t  
your Disk Directory:  

Example: #2 

D1:PRINT P: 

A t  t h i s  po in t  your p r i n t e r  i s  now ready 
t o  have t he  f i l e  p r i n t e d  - Now type i n  
D I R  and you see what happens i n  t h e  
D i s c r i p t i o n  below: 

copy a f i l e ,  not  l i k e  ATARI-~0~~2.5, D1:DIR 
where you must use a ", " and no space 
between t h e  source and the  THE FOLLOWING WILL BE PRINTED OUT 
dest inat ion.  I n  SPARTA, you can a l s o  
copy a f i l e  on t h e  same disk w i t h  a Volume: MY-FILES 
d i f f e r e n t  name but  w i t h  Sparta Dos, as Directory:  MAIN 
you can see above, you can a l so  copy 
i t  t o  a new fi lename on the same TXP25 COM 13488 5-08-87 l l :20p 
d r i v e  COMMAND COM 4090 10-14-87 8:27a 

THE "LOAD" COMMAND 
FIXUP COM 13365 10-14-87 8r27a 
SCOPY COM 3582 10-14-87 8:27a 
SORTDIR COM 1104 10-14-87 8:27a 
TDLINE COM 1376 10-14-87 8:27a 

Th is  command loads any b inary  f i l e  UNERASE COM 1537 10-14-87 ~ ~ 2 7 ~  
i n t o  memory and does not  run t he  f i l e .  WHER~IS c O ~  5798 10-14-87 8:27a 
The standard DOS RUN and INIT vectors  XINIT COM 2955 10-14-87 8:27a 
are  no t  used. X32D DOS 12890 10-14-87 8:27a 

Example: 

D1:LOAD MYFILE.OBJ 

SPLIT COM 4477 2-14-88 8:59a 
143 FREE SECTORS 

Now t o  t u r n  the  p r i n t e r  o f f  a l l  you have 
* 

t o  do a t  t h e  Dl: prompt i s  t h e  
Th is  loads a f i l e  c a l l e d  MYFILE.OBJ following-- 
i n t o  t h e  memory l oca t i ons  spec i f i ed  i n  
i t s  header (s) but  does not  RUN t h e  EXAMPLE: #3 - 

f i l e .  

D1:PRINT 
Th is  commad i s  usefu l  f o r  loading 
character  sets, b i na ry  data, O r  f i l e s  Remembering t h a t   PRINT p:il turned on 
t h a t  should no t  be run. Note t h a t  load t h e  p r i n t e r  now "PRINT' w i l l  t u r n  t h e  
can o n l y  be done i n  a ' D '  device, pr in ter  
s ince  load i s  now an XI0 func t ion  of  
t h e  'D' handler. 
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Annual P i c n i c  

b v  
C a r l o s  H u r t a d o  

The w e a t h ~ r  was on o u r  s i d e  t h i s  
t i ,  a  l i t t l e  c o o l ,  h u t  comfortable. 

T a l k  a h o u t  f o o d ,  WOW! Too had J i m  
Hanmargren was  n o t  around  h e  woul d 
h a v e  had a  g r e a t  t i m e ,  munch ing  h i s  
way t h r o u g h  t he  day. /  I m y s e l  f ,  b r o u g h t  
e n o u g h  f o o d  t o  f e e d  a l l  t h e  memhers  i n  
a t t e n d a n c e ,  w h i c h  h y  t he  way were: 
ALLEN ATKTNS, AL BEITCHMAN, JIM EOANS 
CsYsaP o f  S T A R L I N K ) ,  J A C K  G E R A L I U S ,  
JOSEF L E B E R , ,  and a  l o t  l a t e r ,  ALE# 
PIGNATO. 017, l e t  me n o t  f o r g e t  Andy 
was s l s o  present, c a n , ' t  h e l p  h e a r i n g  
h i m  when A P ' s  p r e s e n t . /  We a l s o  had a  
v i s t o r  who c r a s h e d  t h e  p a r t y ,  a COMMIE 
c o m p u t e r  u s e r ,  DENIS T H E  MENACE 
( ' a c t u a l  l y h e  was  i n v i t e d  h y  JIM EVANS, 
who had a s k e d  i f  h e  c o u l d  b r i n g  h i s  
COMMIE f r i e n d ) .  O f  c o u r s e  w i v e s  ( o f  
t h o s e  m a r r i e d  w e r e  a l s o  there ,  h u t  no 
g i r l  f r i e n d s )  . 

We had t w o  g r i l l s  g o i n g  w i t h  l o t s  
o f  g o o d i e s ,  l i k e  C h i c k e n ,  F r a n k s ,  and 
B u r g e r s ,  m a k e s  m y  mou th  w a t e r  . j u s t  
t h i n k i n g  a h o u t  i t .  I had k ~ r o u g h t  a l o n g  

s e a s o n i n g  f a r  t h e  food  c a l l e d  "ADQBQ 
w i t h  PIMIENTA" made 15y GOYA and 
e v e r y o n e  w a n t e d  t o  t a s t e  m y  v e r y  s p i c y  
and f l a v o r f u l  1  f o o d ! !  Some memhers 
b r o u g h t  some s a n d w i c h e s  w h i c h  were 
s h a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  memherr .  As i n  a l l  
p i c n i c s ,  f o o d  was v e r y  much i n  
e v i d e n c e .  

The t a l k  a t  t h e  t a b l e s  was n o t  a l l  
c o m p u t e r  t a l k ,  i t  v a r i e d  f r o m  food  
t a l k  t o  w e a t h e r ,  and where o h  w h e r e  i s  
ALEX when you n e e d  him' (He would  h a v e  
h e l p e d  p o l i s h  o f f  some o f  t h e  g o o d i e s ,  
s o  w e  w o u l d n e ' t  h a v e  had t o  t a k e  t h e m  
home a g a i n .  Oh yes, h e  s a i d  he would 
c o m e ,  and come he d i d !  G u e s s  when? 
Woul d  you 1 5 e l i s v d  a t  B:00 PM,  be 
showed up w i t h  h i s  w i f e , ,  when t h e  l a s t  
o f  u s  t o  l e a v e ,  had l e f t  a t  3 : 4 5  PM. 
Did you h a v e  your own p r i v a t e  PICNIC 
ALEX'??;? 

A l l  i n  a l l  w e  had a  v e r y  good t i m e  

and w e  a r e  a l l  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  
3 r d  Annual P i c n i c  n e x t  y e a r ,  and t h e  
2NI3 annua l  D i n n e r  s o m e t i m e  i n  
D d c ~ m h e P ,  a t  TIFFANY7s 4 1 8  B ~ d f o r d  
Ave .  , BELLMORE,, L . I .  i f  you m i s s e d  
t h i s  o n e ,  mark your c a l e n d a r  f o r  tl9e 
n e x t  a f f a i r  w i t b  The 01 ' H a c k e r s ,  see 
ya t h e r e .  . 

Atar ian  i n  E x i l e  

by J.C. Pe t t y  US 
NAVY, SICILY ITALY 

OK, now t h a t  we have our f lowchart ,  
t h i s  t ime we w i l l  s t a r t  conver t ing  i t  
i n t o  an ac tua l  Basic program. Th i s  
f i r s t  i ns ta l lmen t  w i l l  be t h e  Create 
rou t ine ,  p l u s  any necessary 
i n t i a l i z a t i o n  and subroutines. I'll 
use REM statements t o  t r y  t o  r e l a t e  
t h e  f lowchart  t o  t he  statements i n  
Basic they ' re  represented by. 

Variables: 
BNAMS-Bowler's Name and i s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  fi lename. 
DFILS-Data F i  1 ename. Composed o f  

Device, BNAMS and a . DAT s u f f i x .  
RFILS-Run F i  lename. Composed of  

Device, BNAMS and a . RUN suf f i x .  
ERR-A swi tch  t o  determine whether an 

e r r o r  was encountered i n  t h e  
f i lename/bowler's name as input ted.  

C9-Used t o  examine one character  a t  
a t ime of  FILS. (Later,  we w i l l  a l s o  
use i t  as a Y/N s t r i ng . )  

FILS-A temporary s t r i n g  used t o  
check fi lename validity. 

DTGS-A va r i ab le  t o  ho ld  t h e  date  
entered. 

PAGE 9 
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1 REM WEEKLY BOWLER BY J. C, PETTY, 
FEB' 89 
9 REM I N I T I A L I Z E  VARIABLES 
10 D I M  BNAMB (8) ,  D F I L $  ( I S ) ,  WFILB (15) 
20 ERR=O: D IM C8 (1) ,FIL$( 15) ,DTG$(9) 
99 REM DISPLAY MENU 
1 0 0  GRAPHICS 18:COLQR 1:REM GRAPHICS 
18 SETS UP A DOUBLE-HIfDOUBLE-WIDE 
FULL SCREEN DISPLAY. 
109 REM THE MIXTURE OF UPPER AND LQWEW 
CASE WAKES A MORE COLD FUL DISPLAY 
110 ? Wbr? w e e k l y  b o w l ~ r " : ?  
#6:? #6;" C r e a t e  f i l e " : ?  
U p d a t e  f i l e a '  
120 ? #6:? W b ; "  Report" :? #6:? #6;" 
End" 
129 REM WE WILL OPEN THE KEYBOARD FOR 
INPUT SO AS NOT TO MESS WITH SCREEN 
INPUT PROBLEMS 
130 DPEN #1,4,0,"K:":GET #l,X:CLQSE 
# 1  

0 I F  X=ASC("CU) THEN 1000 
0 I F  X=ASC("U") THEN 2000 

160 I F  X=ASC(" " 1  THEN 3000 
170 I F  X=ASC("EU) THEN 4 0 0 0  
180 CLOSE #1: GOT0 130: REM WE COULD 
HAVE A BEEP OR SCREEN FLASH OR MESSAGE 
BETWEEN THE CLOSE AND THE GOT0 
199 REM THIS  ROUTINE 1ST CHECKS FOR A 
NON-ALPHABETIC 1ST LETTER, THEN FOR 
NON-ALPHANUMERIC CHARACTERS 
200 FOR I=l TO L E N ( F I L 9 )  :C$=FIL$(I ,  I) 
210 I F  1=1 AND (C$<"AU OR C8>"ZU)  THEN 
ERR= 1 
220 I F  C$<"On OR C$>"ZU OR (C$>"9" AND 
C8<"Aw)  THEN ERR-1 
2 3 0  NEXT 1:RETURN 
289 REM T H I S  ROUTINE SETS UP DATA AND 
RUNNING FILENAMES FROM THE BOWLER'S 
NAME INPUTTED 
380 D F I L B  = " D l :  " : D F I L $ ( L E N ( D F I L B ) + l )  - - BNAMS: RF I L 8  - - 

:DFIL$ (LEN (DFIL%)+1)  - - 
".DAT":RFILB(LEN(RFIL8)+1)  = ".RUN8' 
310 RETURN 
399 REM THIS  ROUTINE JUST CLEARS THE 
SCREEN, EXCEPT FOR THE TOP T I T L E  
4 0 0  FOR 133 TO 23:POSITION 2,I:? " 

" : NEXT 

I 
410 POSITION 2,3rRETURN 
500 ? "SAY WHAT?!":FOR W=O TO 250nNEXT 
W: RETURN 
999  REM T H I S  WILL BE THE 'CREATE' 
SECTION 
1000 GRAPHICS 2: COLOR 1:REM S P L I T  
SCREEN NOW TO USE TEXT ENTRY AREA 
1010 ? #6;"  CREATE DB" 
1020 ? "BOWLER' S NAME (<=8 CHARS 
PLEASE) " : I NPUT BNAM8 
1030 F I  LB=BNAM$: GOSUB 200: I F  ERR=l 
THEN ERR=O:GOTQ 1020: REM I F  AN ERROR 
I N  BOWLER'S NAME, TRY AGAIN 
1040  GOSUB 3QO:REM SETUP FILENAMES TO 
OPEN 
1050 TRAP 9000:OPEN #2,8,0,DFILB:OPEN 
#3,8,0, RFIL$:  REM THE TRAP I S  TAKE CARE 
OF ANY 1/0 PROBLEMS 
l O b 0  ? " F I L E S  ARE OPENED":? "WHAT % OF 
WHAT SCORE IPC,SC)";:INPUT PC,SC 
1070 ? #3;PC:? #3;SC:? #3;0:? #3;0:? 
#3;0:? #3;0:REM I N I T I A L  RUNNING DATA 
WITH ZEROES FOR FUTURE VARIABLES 
1080 CLOSE #2: CLOSE #3 
1090 GOT0 100:REM BACK TQ MAIN MENU 
1999 REM T H I S  BEGINS THE UPDATE 
SECT I ON 
TO00 GRAPHICS 0: SETCOLOR 
4,0, 0: SETCOLOR 2,0,0:REM STANDARD 
(BLACK) TEXT SCREEN 
2010 ? :? " Week 1 y B o w l e r  

UpdataUrREM I USED INVERSE HERE 
2020 ? :? "BOWLER'S NfiME (<=8 CHARS 
FLEASEU:INPUT BNAM8 
2030  FILB=BNAM$: GOSUB 200: I F  ERR=1 
THEN 2000 
2040  GOSUB 300: TRAP 9000: OPEN 

F I L S :  OPEN #3,9,0, D F I L S  
2049 REM GET RUNNING TOTOLS 
050 INPUT #2; PC: INPUT #2; SC: INPUT 
2; NG: INPUT #2; TP: INPUT #2; AV: INPUT 

W ;  HC 
2059 REM I USED INVERSE VIDEO FOR 

PTS. REMEMBER L I N E  4 0 0  I S  THE 
R SCREEN ROUTINE 

2080 GOSUB 400:? "DATE:";:INPUT DTG9 
2070  ? "GAME 1-";:INPUT G l : I F  G1>300 
THEN GQSUB 500:GOTO 2070 
2080  ? "GAME 2-" ; : INPUT 62: I F  G2>30Q- 
THEN 69SUB 500:GOTO 2080 
2090 ? "GAME 3-"; : INPUT G3: I F  G3>30Q 

EN GBSUB 500:GOTO 2090 
2099 REM HERE ARE ALL THOSE YUCKY 
FDRMULAS I MENTIONED 
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'2100 WT = Gl+G2+G3:WA = INT(WT/3):NG = 
NG+3:TP = TP+WT:AV = INT(TP/NG):PC = 
PC/lOO: HC = INT ( (SC-AV) %PC) 
2109 REM WE READ THE RUNNING TOTALS, 
SO WE CLOSE I T  AND OPEN AGAIN TO WRITE 
THE NEW ONES 
2110 CLOSE #2:OPEN #2,8,0,RFIL$ 
2120 ? #2,PCt100,SC,NG,TP,AV,HC 

I I 
2130 ? #3:DTGB:? #3.G1,G2,G3,WT9WA 
2140 CLOSE #3:CLOSE #2 
2150 GOT0 100:REM BACK TO THE MAIN 
MENU 
8999 REM THE ERROR TRAPPING ROUTINES 
9000 TRAP 40000:CLOSE #2:CLOSE #3:? 
"ERROR " ; PEEK (195) ; " AT LINE 
"; (PEEK(186)+256tPEEK(187) 
9010 FOR W=0 TO 500:NEXT W:GOTO 
100:REM WAIT, THEN MAIN MENU 

Next time, we w i l l  add t h e R e p o r t  
sec t ion ,  and maybe some smal l  
changes/improvernents. I was g lad t o  
hear from ALEX PIGNATO, VICE PRESIDENT 
WHAT ARE other  members doing? I f  you 
don' t  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  don' t  c r i t i c i z e !  
T i 1  nex t  time. 

November/December 1989 

Documentation f o r  The VTOC F i xe r  ! 
By Robert Pu f f  

11 /27/88 

Have you ever had f i l e s  
suddenly "go bad" on your hard d i sk?  
O r  perhaps a b lank f i l e  en t ry?  There 
are  several  problems t h a t  can a r i s e  
w i t h  both f l oppy  and hard d i sks  as 
t ime goes by  - sometimes because t h e  
DOS gets  corrupted, other  t imes 
because of  user e r ro r .  

That 's where t h e  VTOC F i xe r  
comes i n t o  p l a y !  It was designed f o r  
MYDOS-formatted hard disks, bu t  can 

probably work j u s t  as we1 1 on any DOS 
2 compatible d isk.  

The VTOC F ixe r  w i l l  go 
through every f i l e  ( i n  every 
sub- directory)  on t h e  spec i f i ed  dr ive ,  
look ing f o r  any poss ib le  problems. It 
a l so  re- creates t h e  VTOC t a b l e  (and 
f r e e  sector  count) ,  and a t  t h e  end 
v e r i f i e s  i t s  t a b l e  t o  t h e  one recorded 
on the  d isk.  I f  t he re  are any 
mismatches, you w i l l  be informed, and 
can w r i t e  out  t h e  cor rec ted VTOC. 

Here are  t h e  t h i n g s  t he  VTOC 
F ixe r  looks  f o r ,  and w i l l  recover: 

1 . )  Any "bad" fi lename: a f i lename 
t h a t  i s  no t  a l e g a l  DOS fi lename. 

(This  i nc ludes  inverse, con t ro l  
characters, and a space o r  number as 
t he  f i r s t  character  o f  t h e  name.) 

2 . )  Bad sec to rs  on t h e  disk.  A bad 
sector i n  t h e  middle o f  a d i sk  
(espec ia l l y  on a hard d i sk )  can cause 
t he  DOS w i l l  produce an e r r o r  when you 
w r i t e  t o  t h e  d isk,  thus  making i t  
impossible t o  add any add i t i ona l  f i l e s  
t o  t he  d r i ve .  Normally t h e  procedure 
t o  c l ea r  up t h i s  problem i s  t o  copy 
a l l  f i l e s  t o  another dr ive,  and 
re- format t h e  d isk .  But i n  t he  case 
o f  a l a r g e  hard disk,  t h i s  i s  not  
always p r a c t i c a l .  The VTOC F ixe r  w i l l  
de le te  any f i l e  conta in ing  a bad 
sector, and w i l l  mark t h a t  sector  as 
being used i n  t h e  VTOC, so t he  DOS 
w i l l  never t r y  t o  access i t  again. 

3.) Bad l i n k s  i n  a f i l e .  The next 
sector 1 i n k  a t  t h e  end o f  every sector  
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occas iona l l y  w i l l  r e f l e c t  a  wrong 
sec tor  number, causing an e r r o r  139 
upon accessing t h i s  f i l e .  The VTOC 
F i xe r  w i l l  de l e te  t he  f i l e ,  and f r e e  
up any sec to rs  a l l oca ted  t o  i t  (even 
if t h e  f i l e  l i n k  i s  i n  t h e  middle o r  
beginning of t h e  f i l e ) .  Th is  i s  t h e  
"B#D RANGE" e r ro r ,  and occurs when t h e  
sec to r  number i s  l ess  than 4 o r  
g rea te r  than t h e  maximum sector  on t h e  
d isk.  

4 . )  Looped f i l e s .  A corrupted BOS 
may cause a  f i l e  t o  p o i n t  back t o  
i t s e l f ,  causing an apparent " lockup' " 
whenever t h e  f i l e  i s  de le ted o r  
copied. The VTOC F ixe r  w i l l  de l e te  
t h e  f i l e ,  and f r e e  up a l l  sec tors  
a l l oca ted  t o  i t .  This i s  t h e  "LOOP 
ERR". 

5 . )  C o l l i d i n g  f i l e s .  A bad VTDC 
t a b l e  can cause f i l e s  t o  run  i n t o  each 
other .  Most of ten,  t h i s  w i l l  produce 
a "LENGTH ERROR" described below. 

Hawever, i f  t he  f i l e  conta ins  any 
sec to rs  t h a t  have been p rev ious ly  us 
by VTOC, d i r ec to r y ,  o r  o ther  f i l e  

data, i t  w i l l  produce a "COLLISION" 
e r ro r .  The f i l e  w i l l  be deleted, and 
a l l  non- co l l i d ing  sectors w i l l  be 
f reed.  

6.) Bad leng th  f i l e s .  Th i s  i s  t h e  
most f requent  e r r o r  you w i l l  p robably 
see. When two f i l e s  c o l l i d e  w i t h  each 
other ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i l e ' s  data i s  
replaced w i t h  t he  new f i l e .  Due t o  
t he  na tu re  o f  sector  l i n k i ng ,  reading 
t h e  f i r s t  f i l e  w i l l  eventua l ly  end up 
i n  read ing p a r t  (o r  a l l )  o f  t h e  second 
f i l e .  Thi 5 w i  11 cause a  "BAD LENGTH" 
e r r o r ,  which means t he  sec tor  l eng th  
as i s  l i s t e d  i n  the  d i r e c t o r y  i s  n o t  
t h e  same leng th  as the  f i l e .  The 
f i r s t  ( o r i g i n a l  f i l e )  w i l l  produce 
t h i s  e r r o r ;  t h e  second f i l e  w i l l  be 
f i ne .  TheVTBCFixer  w i l l  de l e te  t h e  
( f i r s t )  f i l e ,  and de- a l locate  any 
sec to rs  n o t  belonging t o  t h e  second 
f i l e .  

7 . )  Bad vars iens of  DOS. Any 
YBOS p r i o r  t a  4.50 

a bug dea l ing  w i t h  
f o rma t t i ng  l a r g e  capac i ty  d i sks  (hard 
d i sks ) .  When you entered t h e  sector  
count, i t  d i d  n o t  always s t o r e  t h e  

number you entered co r rec t l y .  Th is  
ave f a l s e  f r e e  sec tor  counts, 

genera l ly  +/- 200 sec to rs  from what . i t  
should have been. The VTOC F ixe r  
f i r s t  determines exac t l y  how many 
sec tors  are on t h e  disk,  then bases 
i t s  ca l cu l a t i ons  on t h i s  number. This 
i s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  " I n i t .  f r e e  secs 
cor rec t ion"  g iven a t  the  end s f  the  
pracessi  ng. 

8.1 Ignores o l d  VTOC tab le .  The 
VTQC F ixer  generates i t s  own VTOC; i t  
never reads t he  one on your d isk  
except f o r  comparison. So i f  on ly  the  
VTOC was blown away f o r  some reason, 
you w i l l  not  l o se  anything. 

H o w  t o  use The VTQC F ixer :  

Load VTOCFIX.COM from your 
DOS menu as a  b i na ry  f i l e .  Now type 
the  d r i v e  number you wish t o  f i x ,  o r  
press RETURN t o  go back t o  DOS. The 
d r i v e  should NOT be w r i t e  protected. 

The prompt " V e r i f y  f i l e s  t o  
delete?"  w i l l  appear. Answering " Y N  
t o  t h i s  (which i s  recommended) w i l l  
cause the program t o  prompt you before 
i t  deletes o r  w r i t e s  anyth ing t o  your 
d isk.  (For example, i f  i t  wants t o  
de le te  a  f i l e  you r e a l l y  want t o  keep 
- but  remember, t h e  f i l e  probably i s  
bad. Otherwise, p ress ing "N" or  
RETURN w i l l  cause t h e  VTOC F ixe r  t o  
co r rec t  any e r r o r s  automat ica l ly ,  
w i  t hou t  user i n t e r ven t i on .  

The program w i l l  now attempt 
t o  ca lcu la te  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  
sec tors  an t h a t  d r i v e  t o t a l .  (Th is  
app l ies  mostly t o  hard  d i sk  users, bu t  
i s  app l icab le  f o r  any type of  f l oppy  
dr ive.  I f  t h e  number re turned does 
not  look good, you may change i t  by 
answering "N", and t yp i ng  i n  your awn 
value. The VTOC F i x e r  w i l l  attempt t o  
read t h i s  sector  t o  i nsu re  t h i s  value 
is correct .  I f  i t  cannot, you w i l l  be 
prompted f o r  another value. T r y a  
number 1 l e s s  than b e f o r ~ ,  and k e ~ p  
decreasing t i  11 i t  accepts t h e  number. 
On SUPRA 20 meg hard disks, con t ra ry  

t o  what they say, you have 36799 
sectors f a r  d r i v e s  3 and 4 (one less 
than the  36800). 



I n  t he  fu tu re ,  keep t h i s  number 
( t h e  maximum sector  number) i n  an 
important place, so when you 
reconf i g u r e  new vers ions of  MYDOS, you 
can use t h e  co r rec t  value. 

Now t h e  program w i l l  begin 
t h e  long, drawn-out process of going 
through every f i l e .  It l i s t s  t h e  
e n t i r e  f i lename o f  t h e  f i l e  i t  i s  
processing, i n  d i r e c t o r y- s t y l e  (no 
p e r i  od between name and extender).  I f  
your screen goes i n t o  a t t r a c t  mode, 
s imply h i t  SHIFT CONTROL A. 

These a re  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
e r r o r s  t h a t  may occur i n  a f i l e :  

COLLISION - t h e  f i l e  has a  sector  
t h a t  has a l ready been used by another 
f i l e ,  VTOC, o r  d i r ec to r y .  

BAD LENGTH - The d i r e c t o r y  l eng th  
does no t  compare t o  t he  ac tua l  f i l e  
length: probably a r e s u l t  o f  a  
c o l l i s i o n .  

LOOP ERR - t h e  f i l e  " loops" back t o  
i tsrel f  . 

BAD RANGE - The sector  l i n k  p o i n t s  
t o  a  sector  l e s s  than 4 o r  g reater  
than what i s  a v a i l a b l e  on t he  disk.  

E r r  #I44 @ Sec #xxx - A bad sector  
on your d isk.  

INVALID F1LENAME:xxx - an i l l e g a l  
f i lename (bad bytes).  

Any bad f i l e s  SHOULD be 
de le ted by t h i s  program. I f  they a re  
not,  they w i l l  be overwr i t t en  by f i l e s  
w r i t t e n  TO the  d i sk  i n  t h e  fu tu re .  

A t  t h e  end, t he  VTOC F i xe r  
w i l l  d i sp l ay  t h e  number o f  sec tors  
used i n  f i l e s  (not r e a l l y  t h a t  
meaningful ) , t h e  number of  sec tors  
t h a t  a re  now f r e e  ( t h e  newly-generated 

* f r e e  sector  count) ,  t h e  o l d  f r e e  
sec tor  count (so you can see t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  i f  any), and t h e  i n i t i a l  
f r e e  se-ctor c o r r e c t i o n  (caused by an 
i n c o r r e c t  format t o  begin w i t h ) .  If 
your VTOC and f r e e  sector  count agree 
w i t h  t h e  value t he  program calcu lated,  
i t  w i l l  be displayed. Otherwise, i t  

w i l l  ask you i f  you wish t o  w r i t e  au t  
the  new VTOC. You SHOULD answer " Y "  
t o  t h i s  question, which w i l l  c o r rec t  
the  er rors .  I f  f o r  any reason you do 
not  want t h i s ,  t ype  "N" o r  RETURN. 

And t h a t ' s  i t !  Th is  program 
i n  essence takes t h e  p lace of copying 
a l l  f i l e s  t o  another d isk,  fo rmat t i ng  
t he  o r i g i n a l ,  and copying t he  f i l e s  
back. Run t h i s  whenever you t h i n k  a  
d r i v e  might no t  be set-up r i g h t ,  o r  
have a  bad f r e e  sec tor  count. You 
cannot h u r t  t h e  d r i v e  by running t h i s  
- i t  can on ly  he lp !  It h a s r e a l l y  
helped me, and saved a l o t  of hard 
d isks  here. 

Enjoy! If you have any 
f u r t h e r  questions, comments, o r  want 
t o  send a  donation t o  encourage me t o  
cont inue b r i n g  q u a l i t y  software i n t o  
the  p u b l i c  domain, p lease f ee l  f r e e  
wr i te .  

Bob Puf f  
S u i t e  222 
2117 B u f f a l o  Rd. 
Rochester, 
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